CHAPTER SEVEN

Early Years of Jacksonville State University
From 1966 to 1971

After the name change to Jacksonville State
University had been passed by both the Alabama
Legislature and the State Board of Education, the
school remained under Board supervision until the
trustees for the university were appointed.
Members of the State Board of Education at that
time were Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, president,
Montgomery; Superintendent Ernest Stone, secre-
tary and executive officer, Montgomery; Dr. James
D. Nettles, Arlington; Ed Dannelly, Andalusia;

Mrs. Carl Strang, Eufaula; Fred L. Merrill, An-

niston; Victor P. Poole, Moundville; the Rev. Harold
C. Martin, Birmingham; William M. Beck, Fort
Payne; W. C. Davis, Fayette; and Cecil Word,
Scottsboro.

The first diploma bearing the Jacksonville State
University imprint was presented by President Cole
to Susan Carter of Sharpsburg, Georgia, at the
graduation exercises on January 20, 1967. More
than 100 new freshmen had enrolled in the spring
semester, and included among these first freshmen
of the university were John Schooner and Cherry
Worden of Huntsville and Janice Wilder of Birm-
ingham.

These average costs per student per.semester
were listed in the 1967-68 bulletin,

Total basic fees {seven or more hours) $130.00

Room and board per semester
(non-airconditioned) 260.75
$390.75

Less than seven hours, $15 per hour, undergraduate
and graduate; out-of-state fee $75.

President Daugette’s philosophy had included in-
spiring the stugznts to strive for excellence in
achievement, to equate mind and body, and to grow
in knowledge and character.

President Cole’s philosophy and objectives enlarg-
ed on the same ideas. The following excerpt was
written by President Cole for the school bulletin.

Our Philosophy
-This institution aims at excellence by promoting in

.its students a balance between facts and thought,
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between work and play, and between knowledge and
character. It would equate life with beauty, achieve-
ment with happiness, and civic action with
freedom's demands.

Our Objectives

1. To convey facts as a basis for thought.

2. To cultivate the will to work and the ability to
relax,

8.To add to the range of knowledge within the
framework of personal integrity.

4, To view life as an avenue leading to a world of
beauty, both near and far.

5. To instill the principle that happiness is a prod-
uct of achievement.

6. To develop civic intelligence and a desire to per-
form the duties of citizenship in keeping with
local, national, and world demands.

Early in the 1966-67 term, the first year of the
university, the students held a contest to select a
new name for the COLLEGIAN, then edited by David
Cory, and the name CHANTICLEER was selected.

Part-time jobs for students accelerated under the
Work-Study Program. More than four hundred
students earned $1.25 an hour for a maximum of fif-
teen hours a week. More than forty percent of the
students worked outside of classes.

At the alumni breakfast held in March at the Tut-
wiler Hotel in Birmingham, Julia Snead of Centre
presided. Other officers were Roy Gibson of Pell Ci-
ty, first vice president; Ceburn Hulgan of Crossville,
second vice president; and Solon Glover of Jackson-

ville, secretary-treasurer.

In April, Terry Fain of Jacksonville received a
fellowship for graduate study in mathematics at
Vanderbilt and was selected for WHO'S WHO IN
AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. Another
senior, Harold Hodges, received a National Defense
graduate fellowship to study Chinese philosophy at
the University of Iowa.

Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama’s first
woman governor, spoke at the May 27, 1967,
graduation exercises. Two hundred and eight
seniors received diplomas.




Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama’s first woman governor, spoke at the
graduation exercises on May 27, 1967. Two hundred and eight seniors received
diplomas.
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The first board of trustees of Jacksonuville State University. Back row: Houston Cole, president of the
university; Dwain G. Luce, Mobile; Ernest Stone, state superintendent of education; C. W. Daugette, Jr.,
Gadsden; Paul Carpenter, Ashford; James D. Thornton, Huntsville; Bottom row; Hugh D. Merrill, president
pro tempore, Anniston; Charles ‘‘Pete’’ Mathews, Ashland; Mrs. Frieda Coggin, Birmingham; Mrs. C. T. Fitz-
patrick, Montgomery; and Mrs. Madge Poole, Tuscaloosa.

On August 17, 1967, the regular session of the
Alabama Legislature passed an act creating a board
of trustees to manage and control Jacksonville
State University.

Under this act, the trustees are appointed by the
governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
senate, and serve for a term of twelve years, except
for the first appointments, one-third being chosen
quadrennially. Two trustees are selected from the
district in which the school is located and one from
each of the other districts in Alabama.

Section 2 of Act. No. 239 states:

The governor and the state superintendent of
education, by virtue of their respective offices, and
the trustees appointed from the several con-
gressional districts of the state, pursuant to Section
1 of this act, and their successors in office are con-
stituted a body corporate under the name of
“Jacksonville State University.”
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The first board of trustees, appointed by Gover-
nor Lurleen B. Wallace, were Dwain G. Luce,
Mobile; Mrs. C. T. Fitzpatrick, Montgomery; Paul
Carpenter, Ashford; Charles ‘‘Pete” Mathews,
Ashland; Hugh D. Merrill, Anniston; Mrs. Madge
Poole, Tuscaloosa; Mrs. Frieda Coggan, Birm-
ingham; C. W. Daugette, Jr., Gadsden; and James
D. Thornton, Huntsville. Ernest Stone was state
superintendent of education.

The student newspaper staff had been making
strides to qualify the publication for university
status from the standpoint of coverage and service,
as well as in professionalism and concept. The
CHANTICLEER staff in the fall of 1967 included
students with journalism experience — Larry
Smith, editor; Norman Brown, associate editor;
Jerry Magnusson, circulation manager; Paul Mer-
rill, feature editor; Danny Rountree, staff artist; Joe



Serviss, photographer; and Martin Ennis, sports
editor.

September 1967 brought a record enrollment, and
twenty-two doctorates had been added to the
university staff.

‘‘Since achieving university status last
November, Dean Theron Montgomery has searched
every part of the country for doctorate degree
holders,” the CHANTICLEER said.

New doctoral additions included Ronald C. At-
tinger, Peter Ford, Beumoni Espina, and Fred
Grumley in music; Harold Frey in business ad-
ministration; Pu-Sen Yeh in engineering; Virgil Ben-
son, Barry Cox, and Fred Allen Gant in chemistry;
Thomas Cochis in biology; Anne and Charles
Johnson and Martha Lois Smith in English; Calvin
and Patricia Wingo in history; A. B. Hatch, ap-
pointed director of language laboratories, a new
post; and Jerry Bryan Wilson in philosophy.

The Greeks did come to the campus. In the spring
of 1967, Delta Chi, a men’s fraternity, organized a
colony under the sponsorship of Lee R. Manners,
head of the art department. This group was
chartered in the spring of 1968. The Epsilon Pi
Chapter of Alpha Xi Delta, a women's fraternity,
was also organized in 1967 and was chartered in
March 1968. Hazel Hicks, assistant professor of
business, sponsored this group. Another men’s
fraternity, Alpha Tau Omega, was making plans for
organization in 1968.

Since that time, the following fraternities and
sororities have been colonized and granted charters:
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Sigma
Theta, Delta Zeta, Kappa Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi,
Kappa Sigma, Omega Psi Phi, Pi Kappa Phi, Phi
Mu, Sigma Nu, and Zeta Tau Alpha. '

Two local historians were in the news in December
1967. The History of Marshall County, written by
Larry Smith of Albertville, and The Story of Scotts-
boro, by Jerry Gist of Scottsboro, were soon to be
published. Smith had returned to Jacksonville after
serving four years on the SAND MOUNTAIN
REPORTER, an Albertville newspaper. He worked in
the public relations office and was editor of the
CHANTICLEER during his school days and is now
director of financial aid. His wife, Brenda, also came
back to school for her bachelor's and master’s
degrees.

The first Monday in June specified in the
legislative act as the annual meeting date of the
board of trustees, was in reality the beginning of the
university. The first meeting of the board of
trustees was held on June 3, 1968 in the conference
room of Bibb Graves Hall. Governor Lurleen
Wallace had died in May, and Governor Albert P.
Brewer was her successor. Governor Brewer was
unable to come to the meeting, but all of the other
members were present, The Oath of Office was ad-
ministered by the Honorable Robert Parker, judge
of the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Alabama. Hugh D.
Merrill was unanimously elected president pro tem-
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Dr. Mary Margaret Williams, director of the
nursing school in its beginning years, became Dean
of the Lurleen B. Wallace School of Nursing, and
served until her retirement in 1980.

pore. The board approved the appointment of
Houston Cole as president of the university and
secretary of the board of trustees, and Solon H.
Glover was appointed business manager and
treasurer of the university.

The school of nursing had been added to the cur-
riculum in the fall, 1967, session, and the board of
trustees designated at the first meeting that the
nursing school be named Lurleen B. Wallace School
of Nursing.

Construction plans were announced at this
meeting for the multi-story library, to be completed
in 1970. The exterior of the building was to be in
white Alabama marble.

State law enforcement officials came to Jackson-
ville to discuss the curriculum for the school of law
enforcement in the spring semester of 1968. Federal
funding became available, and the university added
its resources to help solve the growing problem
generally referred to as a ‘‘breakdown of law and
order.”

Mary Margaret Williams of Marysville, Ohio, was
appointed director of the Lurleen B. Wallace School
of Nursing in 1968, With a Ph.D. from Stanford and
vast nursing experience, Professor Williams began
the challenging work required to establish the nurs-
ing program at Jacksonville State University.

Alta Millican, head of instructional media since
1966, was named chairman of the newly created
Division of Library Science and Instructional
Media, the former head librarian, Doris Bennett,
having accepted a position at West Georgia State














































