
Chapter Six 

Creation of Alumni Association Recalled 
By Julia Snead Kingston 

The cold, damp day of November 23, 1966 did not darnpen the 
spirit of hundreds of students assembled in front of Bibb Graves 
I-Iall to hear an announcement that would forever enhance the value 
of a diploma from the institution. Dr. Houston Colc made the an- 
nouncement, loud and clear, with the help of a megaphone, that 
Jacksonville State College had been elevated to university status 
by the State Board of Education and that from this day forward 
the school would be known as Jacksonr~ille State University. This 
action gave Korth Alabama its  first university. The faculty, ad- 
ministration and students were elated over the name change. 

Dr. Cole stated, "I would like to make i t  clear that this change 
in status imposes greater respo~lsibilities on us as  an educational 
i~lstitution. The change in name came about primarily for two 
reasons: demands from our student body for master's degrees and 
pressure from junior colleges to help train their teachers." 

Dr. Cole outlined his ambitious plan for developing an out- 
standing university for the future alumni of Jacksonville State 
University and offering greater service to Alabama. The en- 
thusiastic crowd quickly turned into a spirited pep rally for the 
Jacksonville State University Gamecocks' departure for an ap- 
pearance in thc first annual Space City Football Classic in 
Huntsville. 
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The change to university status received much publicity 
throughout the state. The headlines in The Gadsden Tirncs read, 
"University Status, Dr. Cole's Present" in reference to his birth- 
day the following day. The elevation to university status was in- 
deed Dr. Cole's great gift to future alumni and all of North Alabama. 
The event was emblematic of his determination to provide the 
finest education at the lowest possible cost to the students of 
Alabama. 

The school was founded as Jacksonville Normal School, renam- 
ed Jacksonville State Teachers College in 1929, Jacksonville State 
College in 1957, and Jacksonville State University in 1966, thus 
creating the fourth category of alumni for the institution. The Class 
of '67 would be the first to graduate from Jacksonville State 
Unirersit y. 

Perhaps Ralph Callahan best expressed the feeling of many in 
a letter of congratulations to Dr. Cole: 

"A word spoken in good season, how good i t  is" (Proverbs). Little 
did I think or ki~olv on that cold rainy day a quarter of a century 
ago in Montgomery that I would be writing you this note now to con- 
gratulate you upon twenty-fire years of superb administration at  
Jacksonville. The fruits of your labors have created a bounteous 
l~arvest. Brick and stone rear their way toward the sky on Jackson- 
ville campus, but I feel that your real nlonulnent will be in the hearts 
and careers of the young nien and young women who pass tlirough 
these hallowed halls of learning. As Calhoun County's first citizen. 
I congratulate you upon twenty-five years of service and wish for 
you and yours many more years of happy adventure in your chosen 
field. 

The president of a university is the key person in creating 
academic and administrative excellence. In this respect, IIouston 
Cole graded A-plus. Improvement was the objective of every move. 
The cornerstone in building a sound viable support system, among 
the many comnlunities within a university, must be molded with 
trust, credibility, respect, integrity, capability - qualities at- 
tainable only through a hard, fair-minded work ethic. By 1966 
University President Cole had earned the respect and confidence 
of educators throughout the state and the Southeast. Charisma and 
an unsurpassed ability as a public spcaker gained Dr. Cole 
widespread popularity with the public as  well. 

In order to attain the goals which he had set, the President knew 
that expanded alumni support would be important to the growth 
and development of thc University. Dr. Cole's approach to achiev- 
ing the continuing support of alumni was to see that the needs of 
the students were met, and met with respect. 

Knowing that a primary measure of the quality of a university 
is its alumni support. Dr. Cole laid the foundation for a system of 
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financial aid for students. The gratitude of these st~tdcnts was 
reflected in thc steady growth of the university's alumni program. 
He was revered by graduates throughout the state, and numerous 
stories have been told of the assistance given by Dr. Cole to 
students who, long before the enactlnerit of Federal aid, needed 
assistance to obtain the education which would enable them to havc 
important careers as corporate executivcs, bank presidents, univer- 
sity presidents, master teachcrs - the list is eridless aiid the stories 
heartwarming. 

When Dr. Cole called upon the alumni and friends to be a part 
of an exciting drive for excellence, the response was enthusiastic. 
His state-wide nct~vork was impressive and effective. In 1967 the 
decisions to concentrate efforts toward cxpanding alumni activities 
and support of the university Ivas made. At this time, a loyal alunini 
association was in place and was made up primarily of several hun- 
drcd Jacksonville State Teachers College graduates and an active 
Sormal School groups cncrgized by Louise Tredaway. 

The yearly functions focused on the Jacksonville aluti~ni 
brcakfast, held at the old Tutwiler EIotel during XEA, and 
homecolning on campus. The alunini board of directors met twice 
yearly and the alumni dues were 81.00. Effie Sawyer, executive 
secretaq to the president of the university, inherited the additional 

Thc gi~tllcl.iligof hundrcds h r  the Jzcckso~lr-ille breakfast at the Tntrviler 
Iloicl tlurirlg .IEA is 11or1. a part o f  history, but ~)ro~-ides rich, rrarm 
melllories fiw those rvho uttcnd veal- after year. 



duties of serving as  secretary and contact persoil for the alurnni 
association, which she perfor~ned efficiently and professionally. 
Solon Glover, Jacksonville State TTniversity business manager, 
scrved the association as treasurer and aliriam Haywood, assistant 
business manager, assisted with primary alumni functions. Clif- 
ford Coffee was responsible for alumni publication and news 
releases and Opal R. Lovett provided the pictures which accom- 
panied the releases. blany others across campus assisted when 
needed, as did La\vrcnce and Hazel Hicks, who often chaired the 
l~omecoming committee, and Miriam Jackson lligginbotham 
assisted with student activities. Because of the change to univer- 
sity status and increased workloads, the staff did not have the time 
to devote to tlie expansion of the alumni program. Dr. Cole knew 
that the time had come to employ a director of alumni affairs whose 
primary responsibility was to promote alumni development. 

Julia Snead of Centre, Alabama, served on the alumni board of 
directors for two terrns prior to being elected president of the alum- 
ni association for two terms. In accepting the challenge, Snead said: 

In the: spring of 1967 Dr. Cole asked rne to take the position as  
the first full-tirne director of alumni activities. After se\-era1 discus- 
sions with Dr. Cole in August of 1967, I accepted the challenge to 

Julia Sr~ead directs student assistants in the mail-out of the Alumni LVeurs 
just before homecorning - an exciting time. 
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c h a ~ ~ u e l  a lumni  resources and promote .Jacltsonvillc S ta te  L'nivcr- 
s i ty  a s  a11 o i ~ t s t a n d i n g  i ~ i s t i t i ~ t i o n  of l i ig l~cr  Icarning. T l ~ c  staff con- 
s is tcd of tlic director  anti o ~ ~ c  \\'orlt-Study stildcnt a n d  many 
volulltccrs. 

It was an exciting period for the university. Literally hundreds 
across the campus spread the \vord that Jacksonville State Univer- 
sity \vas on the move. Again Dr. Cole's impeccable timing was on 
target. Alumni clubs wcre organized in Eluntsville, Atlanta, >lout- 
gomery, Birmingham and in the fifteen surrounding counties. The 
mailing list increased from hundreds to thousands, and the alum- 
ni staff was increased by the addition of several Work-Study 
students. Homecoming activities were expanded and attendance 
grew. 

On homecoming da!,, five to six hundred aluinni and friends 
gathered at Leone Cole Auditorium for the aiiilual alunlni awards 
luncheori where they enjoyed the fellowship of the grand occasion. 
Rudy Abbott, sports publicity director, and Jack Ilopper, public 
relations director, gave extensive media coverage to university ac- 
tivities. JSU alumni and fails came from far and near to enjoy James 
Iiaywood's fabulous luncheoi~ buffet, to hear Dave Walter's 
celebrated Marching Southerners and to yell for Charley Pell's 
unbeatable Gamecocks. They came for the sheer joy of spending 

JSU Alumni from the Lanett area take time to pose for a pict ~irc before 
the banquet. 



E\.crl\,o~~c i l l  1 ~ 1 1 1 c t t  kllcn. t l~c.JSl'f i~ll i ,s  1r.or1lti t 111 .11  0 1 1 1  i l l  f ' t l l l  fiorc-e for 
thcir . L I ~ I I I I I I ~  c . ~ I ; I ~ ) ~ c I .  I I I C C ~ ~ I I ~ .  

an autumn clay 011 a l ) ca~~t i fu l  caml)us \vi111 fi-icilds. I t  \vas a happy 
time. The IJnivcrsity g~.c\v and prosl)ercd. I Io t is~oi~ t:olc \vas proud. 

D u r i ~ ~ g  t l ~ c  \ate sist ic-s alid curly scvcllt ics, \\.ill1 lii~liicd staff and 
budget, 1)ut urlli~nitcci vo1untee1-s, tIlc alu11111i acIi\.itics coiltinued 
to  grow and f l o ~ ~ r i s h .  Of gi-cat im1)ortai1cc t o  the uiiivcrsity was 



c i i i i  o f  t t i  i i o v c ~ i i c ~ i  of youiig ~tiiivcrsity 
graduates, \vho co1nl)incd with thc coi-c uluiiiiii group and the State 
Sol-iiial Scliool C:lut) t o  \)oost thc off-caiiil)us fi~ianciul sul)port 
a1)ovc tlic 8300,000 mark.  

Thc 111i1il1 O I I S ~ I I ~ S S  at those lollg ago popt11i11- seated lt~rlcheons on 
holllccollli~~g (lay \\.as eating hefore tOt. ~.sciril~,g aft'renloon football game 
ll.lllc.11 1l.C 1lcl.cl- lost. 

A feu o f  [host. Altl~nrli pause for a slllile durillg the luncl~eorl on 
holl~ccolnil~g daj.. 
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A first for Jacksonville State University was the organization of 
a seven hundred member parents'club. U7ith the help of the alum- 
ni executive board members, the Jacksonville State University 
Foundation was established, an action that many felt to be crucial 
for future university development. It was an independent 
organizaton governed by an off-campus board, specifically design- 
ed to receive contributions designated for upgrading the universi- 
ty by meeting the needs of the many academic facets. Three young 
members of the alumni executive committee giving strong support 
and assistance to this ambitious undertaking were Dale E. Powell, 
Sperry Snow and Charley Waldrep. Once again, caring \~oluntccrs 
played an important role. The Jacksonville State Uni\.ersity Foun- 
dation continues to  channel scholarships and contributions to every 
department of the university. 

One day in 1941, as  Superintendent of Education of Tuscaloosa 
County Schools, E-Iouston Cole delivered a commencement address 
and gave a diploma to  a quiet, sandy-haired, young lady named 
Lurleen Burns, later to become Governor Lurleen B. Wallace. It 
was with special pride that President Cole invited the first woman 
governor in the history of Alabama to deliver the commencement 
address to  the first full-term graduating class of Jacksonville State 
University on May 27, 1967. 

The message of the petite governor to the two hundred and eight 
graduates in Paul Snow Stadium was BE ACTIT'E, CA4RE, 
BECOME I,YTr0LVED. Long before Governor Lurleen Wallace 
sent out the cry: be active, care, become involved, it had become 
a way of life with Houston Cole, a 1921 graduate of the Jackson- 
ville State Normal School. Under his dynamic leadership as  Presi- 
dent, his alma mater flourished and grew. He was awarded every 
honor given by the Aluillni Association. I11 1956, he was given the 
first alumnus of the year award which was inscribed as follows: 

In recogrlitior~ of distinctive and unselfish service to Jacksonvillt 
State College. Exemplification of the highest ideals of citizenship and 
leadership in many fields of endeavbr, the Jackso~lville State Col- 
lege Alumni Association proudly presents the First Alumnus Award. 
- 1956 - Solon Glover, Alumni Secretary; Malcolnl Street, Alum- 
ni President. 

In May of 1970 at  graduation, the University Board of Trustees 
presented Dr. Cole with an honorary doctorate of letters in rccogni- 
tion of his leadership at the institution for the past twenty-eight 
years. The doctorate of letters read: "With imagination, initiative 
and untiring labor, Houston Cole has built his alma mater into a 
great university ." The three hundred eighty graduates joined a large 
audience in a standing ovation of appreciation to the Dean of 



lillglrlll 3lerr-ill, c-hairrllar~ o f  the Ik)urcf o f  Trustees, corlfcrs the liorlorary 
I)oc.torctfc o f  Litcr-atl~rc or1 Ilr. Iio~lstorl Colt us Col. C. 11'. Ila~rgctte, 
tr-~lsfcc, looks ori. 




