CHAPTER FIVE

Later Years of the Teachers College From 1942 to 1957
story of one of President Cole’s “firsts,” the election
of the Student Council. The newspaper had previously stated the election rules, which provided for a
written ballot, and each candidate had a campaign
manager and a platform. Maude Luttrell advised
them and monitored the integrity of the election.
The first Student Government Association president was Clay Brittain, a junior from Alexandria
who had to resign as editor of the TEACOLA
and
president of the YMCA to accept the position. Other
officers were Henrietta Sharpe, a senior from
Brighton, vice president; Mabel Duran of Guntersville, secretary; and Frances Weaver of Jacksonville, treasurer.
Soon after taking office, President Cole joined
with the civic organizations of Jacksonville in sponsoring a series of war discussions. Representatives
from all groups met with Cole, and plans were made
to invite outstanding speakers at two-week intervals. The meetings were free to the students and the
public and were held at the community recreation
center.
The “Town Meeting for War” series continued until 1943 when the forum name was changed to
“Town Meeting for Peace.” Speakers included
Oscar Straus, Jr., John Temple Graves 111, Congressman Sam Hobbs, H. G. Dowling, E. B. Norton,
Congressman Joe Starnes, Mrs. H. D. Warner, Colonel Harry M. Ayers, Lieutenant Governor L. H.
“Handy” Ellis, and Albert Rains, then Etowah
County representative in the Alabama Legislature.
During the war years, the student newspaper
printed letters from the young men in service all
over the world, written to their families, their school
friends, and their professors.
The November 18, 1942,issue of the TEACOLA
included the following letter:

On September 7, 1942, after resigning as the
Alabama Director of the Office of Price Administration, Houston Cole, the new president of Jacksonville State Teachers College, came back home to the
scene of the Morgan and Calhoun debates, where he
had begun his college career. Marking a new era for
the college, he now faced the multiple problems and
responsibilities of training young people in wartime.
Governor Frank M. Dixon, president of the State
Board of Education, Superintendent A. H. Collins,
secretary of the board, and other members of that
group had faced the problem of finding the successor to President C. W. Daugette. Members of the
board were M. A. Rogers, Mobile; W. D. Barton,
Montgomery; N. D. Denson, Opelika; Harry M.
Ayers, Anniston; Joe Starnes, Guntersville; L. H.
Ellis, Columbiana; Dr. J. S. Wittmeier, Oneonta;
A.H. Carmichael, Tuscumbia; and Donald Comer,
Birmingham.
As the newspapers reported, the mantle had fallen
on the “young, dynamic, and energetic Houston
Cole.” Houston Cole probably understood the traditions, problems, and conditions of the Jacksonville
State Teachers College as few other people did, said
the editorials, predicting that the college could
reach great heights under his administration.
The college newspaper TEACOLA
announced upon
the opening of the sixtieth session of the State
Teachers College: “JSTC Has Place in War Effort
President Cole New Prexy Leaves OPA Post to
Train Youth for Victory.” The new president was
quoted thus: “This is the first total war in the
history of the world. If we are to triumph in victory,
every aspect of our social and economic order must
be marshaled to strengthen the nation . . . . The
schools must take their place in this crisis. They
must train teachers who in turn will train the youth
of the country to see and appreciate the problems we
are facing. ”
The student newspaper also reminded students of
their responsibilities: “Going to college is not the
lark it once was, and competition will be keener,
girls. We’ve got a war to win and it is going to take
the combined effort of all boys and girls, men and
women to do it.”
The TEACOLA,
dated October 21,1942,carried the

A/C John R. Stewart
43rd Pilot Squadron
S.A.A.A.B
Santa Ana, California

.

Dear Dr. Wood:
I have been intending to write to you for several
weeks, but we boys are being kept fairly busy with
our duties, and now that I have a few spare minutes,
I want to express my gratitude for the assistance
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ceeded C. W. Daugette, Jr., who was in military service, as president of the Alumni Association. (A little later Stone enlisted in the United States Navy,
along with a number of his students.) Paul Jones,
principal of the Brookwood High School, Birmingham, was elected vice president. The secretary
was Mildred Marona of Gadsden, and John Taff of
Bessemer, the treasurer.
The Jacksonville Breakfast, held annually in
Birmingham hotels and during the last years at the
Tutwiler Hotel, was a highlight for Jacksonville
alumni, teachers, and friends until 1965. Usually the
Governor and always other prominent officials from
over the state attended the event. The “state of the
union” message was presented each year, and Deans
Larry Miles, Reuben Self, and other college people
would put on productions worthy of Hollywood.
The service flag, planned by President Daugette,
was dedicated to the State Teachers College alumni
in military service on May 31, 1943, with Lt. Col.
C.W. Daugette, Jr., presiding. President Cole presented the flag, and Miss Ada Curtiss was pianist
for the occasion.
Breaking the all-male tradition, the Morgan
speakers in 1943 were Edna Bailey and Mary Rivers

you have given me in the recommendation for my
degree. I am sure that it is going to be of valuable
assistance to me in my duties, and I sincerely thank
you.
I am now on the Pacific coast after five weeks a t
the Classification Center in Nashville. I have been
selected as a pilot, and I am now in pre-flight school.
California is really a beautiful state; so is the entire west. The climate is ideal, and the sun has been
shining every day since I have been here.
The courses which I am taking are not too hard,
but the physical side, such as calisthenics, roadwork, obstacle course, etc., is rather trying a t times,
but physical condition seems to be one of the most
important factors in pilot training.
Please give my regards to Mrs. Wood, and tell her
that I am sorry I could not work for her longer, but
now I have a much more important task a t hand.
Sincerely yours,
John R. Stewart

The school had always made an effort to keep up
with former students and graduates, and the Alumni Association met annually at the Jacksonville
Breakfast during the Alabama Education Association meeting in Birmingham. In 1943 Ernest Stone,
then principal of the Crossville High School, suc-

The first Student Government Association, 1942. Clay Brittain, president; Henrietta Sharpe, vicepresident; Mabel Duran, secretary; and Frances Weaver, treasurer, were the first officers.
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Huntingdon College with additional business training in Birmingham, she became head of the commercial department. The future Business Leaders of
America chapter in Jacksonville owes its beginning
to her, and she was also a Civil Air Patrol pilot and
commander. The commercial courses to prepare
students for teaching and business were expanded
from year to year.
The 1944-45 bulletin of the State Teachers College
lists the following departments: Business Education (intensive training in secretarial science was
also provided for those students wishing to qualify
as quickly as possible for service in defense programs), Education (elementary and secondary),
English (including library science for students
wishing to become teacher-librarians in high
schools),Foreign Languages (courses in elementary
and advanced French and elementary and intermediate Spanish), Geography, Health and Physical

of Jacksonville and Wynelle Riddle of Ashland,
Alabama. Rather than flower girls, they chose
escorts Thomas Irvin, Homer Cole, and John
Deason. Prior to this debate, Christine Glass had
been the first girl speaker, but this year all girls
made up the team.
The Calhoun team, Waymon Strother, Bill Hamilton, and Charles Johnson, were inspired by flower
girls Marion Coffee, Louise Bonino, and Mary
Elizabeth McCluer. The subject, “Resolved: That
the United States Should Have a War Manpower
Board Empowered to Control Wages, Hours, Placement and Distribution,” was of national interest.
The Calhoun team, on the affirmative side, won.
These were hard-fought contests, and this time winning outweighed chivalry.
Lucille Branscomb, who had been secretary to
Houston Cole while he was OPA director, came to
Jacksonville to teach in 1943. An honor graduate of

Presentation of Alabama State Aviation Education Trophy. Left to right: Mr. Frank Brewer, Mrs. Frank
Parker, Major Lucille Branscomb, Dr. Leslie Bryant.
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A Jacksonville Breakfast during A E A at the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama.

Tea on the terrace at Bibb Graves Hall.
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Education (including activity courses, team sports,
and folk and ballroom dancing), History and other
Social Studies, Mathematics, Psychology, School
and Applied Arts, and Science.
The bulletin stated further:

was $69, and in Weatherly Hall, $60; an apartment
dormitory, including kitchenette and utilities, was
$21 a quarter. The matriculation fee was $5.75, the
incidental fee $1.50 per quarter hour, textbooks $10
to $15 per year, and total estimated costs for nine
months amounted to $265 to $300.
In 1944 the town and college suffered much
damage from a tornado that carried away roofs from
buildings, including that of the Daugette home. Profile Mill and buildings on the old campus were in the
path of the storm that ended a t Chimney Peak.
Through storms and war strife, the women students kept the school activities under way. Student
Government Association officers that year were
Katherine Killebrew, president; Mary McWhorter,
vice president; Katherine Barker, secretary; and
Kathryn Painter, treasurer. Professor Felgar was
advisor. Nell Stockdale was editor of the TEACOLA.
And social life continued even if the students were
predominantly feminine. The Big-Little Sister program was inaugurated in the summer of 1944. Big
sisters helped little sisters get settled in their
rooms, and get-acquainted parties were held to
lessen the homesickness of the freshmen. Social

The college not only prepares teachers for elementary and high schools, but also provides two years of
training which serves as a background for such professions as law, medicine, engineering, dentistry,
home economics, and agriculture. About threefourths of the curriculum is devoted to academic or
subject matter courses in the field of English,
science, foreign languages, social sciences,
mathematics, psychology, geography, and business
education . . . About twenty-fivepercent of the curriculum is made up of professional subjects in the
field of education, including both elementary and
secondary.

.

There were fifty faculty members, some with a
dual role in administration. The summer school had
become of coordinate rank and value with the other
quarters, and the extension division was important
in the field.
Room and board in Daugette Hall for one quarter

The TEACOLAstaff in 1945. Left to right: M. L. Roberts, Gladys Hand, Mary Cobb, Mary Katherine
Baker, Hugh Morris, Jackie Cobb, Betty Fitzgerald, Opal Rufus Lovett, Louise Waters, Ruby Edge.
93

Edna Bailey and Sara Nell Stockdale, roommates
and editors of the TEACOLAin 1945. “Stockie ”jitterbugged and Edna stuck to smooth, slow dancing.

The cast o f “H.M.S. Pinafore” takes its third curtain call. A play at the recreation center in town in the
late 1940s.
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graces were emphasized in “Tea Time Chats” held
in the lounge of Bibb Graves Hall, where the wife of
the president and faculty members were invited to
talk informally with the girls over a cup of tea from
four to five o’clock in the afternoons. Servicemen on
leave and at Fort McClellan, however, helped to
keep the State Teachers College coeducational
socially. Jacksonville beauties seemed always to
have available handsome escorts for the formal
dances and other events at the school.
Euclid Rains, a blind student at the college,
received his B.S. degree in April 1944. The BIRMINGHAM NEWS mentioned that he had gone from
first grade through college in thirteen years. He majored in social studies and planned to begin work on
a master’s degree at the University of North
Carolina. The article continued, “He goes everywhere alone, swims, collects Indian relics and symphonic records, and carves and sculpts as a hobby.”
Rains is now serving in the Alabama Legislature.
Preceding the graduation exercises on June 2,
1944, an oil portrait of the late president, Clarence
William Daugette, was presented to the college by
Mrs. Daugette. This portrait by Lewis Gregg, an
outstanding artist from Atlanta, still hangs in the
president’s office.
The news of this year included a notice that
Ernest Stone had been appointed superintendent of

President Houston Cole and Mr. John Duncan
looking over building plans.

the Jacksonville city schools and Katharine G.
Stone had become supervisor in the elementary
laboratory school. Service in the United States
Navy, however, prevented Stone from beginning his
position until later.
John Duncan was appointed engineer and custodian of buildings in 1944. Duncan had worked on

A Jacksonville U S 0 dance during the World War 11 years.
95

construction on the campus from 1924 to 1928,
when he left to do contract work, but he returned to
the school in 1934 and was employed here until his
retirement in 1973. Although not one of the most
imposing buildings, the John Duncan Shop is probably one of the most important additions to the
Jacksonville campus. President Cole said of Duncan: “John Duncan served as supervisor of
buildings and grounds at Jacksonville State University for a period of approximately three decades. He
was a man of high moral principles and dedicated in
the service of the institution. Under his supervision,
several buildings were constructed on the campus. ”
The 1944 alumni officers were J. E. Wright,
superintendent of the Talladega City Schools, president; D. P. Gulp, superintendent of Chilton County
Schools, vice president; and Jane D. Self, of the college faculty, secretary-treasurer.
Walter A. Mason came to head the fine arts
department in 1945. Mason, a native of New York
and a graduate of State Teachers College, Fredonia,
New York, who held a master’s degree from Northwestern School of Music in Evanston, Illinois, and
had studied at Columbia University, the Chicago
Conservatory, and Peabody, played the organ,
piano, clarinet, and violin. The fine arts department
was composed of music, drawing, dramatics, and

Mr. Walter A. Mason came to head the fine arts
department in 1945. He played the organ, piano,
clarinet, and violin.

A group of the faculty with President Cole. Front row: Maude Luttrell, Margaret Stapp, Pauline Webb,
(unidentified),Dr. Charles Cayley, (unidentified), Estelle Smith, Ramona Wood, President Houston Cole, C. C.
Dillon, Dr. Reuben Self; A d a Curtiss, Clifford Coffee. Second row: Dr. Loy W. Allison. Third row: Dr. Frank
Glazner, Dr. H. B. Mock, Dr. Robert Felgar, Dr. J. H. Jones, Mrs. J. H. Jones, Dr. W. J. Calvert, Lucille
Branscomb, Dr. C. R. Wood, Walter Mason.
Photograph by Lance Johnson Studio

96

New students were taxing the dormitory facilities. A federal grant of $32,000 made it possible for
the physical education building to be completed,
and a $30,000 highway project had been finished in
the form of a circular driveway around the new campus. A local chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, an honorary
education fraternity, had been organized. The Student Government Association had marked a step
forward under the 1945-46 officers - Mary
Katherine Barker, president; Dorothy E. Reeves,
vice president; Nan Davis, secretary; and M. L.
Roberts, treasurer.
In 1945, while changes were under way at the college to meet the demands of wartime, the nation
faced the death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and victory in Europe and then in Japan brought
the longed-for peace. The school administrators then
faced post-war problems and planning for improvements which had been restricted because of
the priorities of the war.
A newspaper headline in February 1946, “100
War Veterans and Wives Attending JSTC,” understated the return of veterans to the college. Arrangements were made to house a thousand male
students at Fort McClellan, trailers were brought in,
and cottages and two-story apartments were constructed hastily to help take care of these veteranstudents and their families.
The veterans soon organized a club which was the
largest organization on the campus. Aaron Hand of
Heflin, Alabama, was unopposed for president.
Scott Little of Centre was elected secretary and Sam
Morris of Hazel Green, treasurer. “Trailer City”
elected a mayor and other officers. Hardships were
endured, but all agreed that college life was better
than the war for the veterans and their wives and
children. Most of the veterans were serious
students.
Many of the veterans did not want to enter the
education field. Two-year courses were offered in
engineering, law, medicine, dentistry, and other professional fields, and the students were assured of
receiving full credit when they transferred to other
institutions of higher learning.
A. W. Nagel, a graduate of Cornell University,
and Harry Reynolds, an Alabama Polytechnic Institute graduate in mechanical engineering, held
evening classes for pre-engineering students. J. E.
Duncan, with a master’s degree from Northwestern
University, was added to the music department.
Julia H. Roebuck, a graduate of Kentucky Wesleyan
with graduate study at Peabody, joined the English
faculty. Don Salls, former star on the Alabama
Crimson Tide and the holder of a master’s degree
from the University of Alabama, was added to the
physical education department as football coach.
More than fifty candidates appeared at the first
football practice “with a spirit of determination to
have a fine season despite heavy schedules, ” Coach
Salls said.

Left to right: Prof Walter Mason, Prof Mary
Moss Goggans, Mr. Liston Crow, treasurer, and
Miss Mildred Johnston, librarian.

dancing. Ada Curtiss taught piano, and Mason gave
voice lessons.
A new Hammond electric organ, ordered by the
alumni group when Ernest Stone was president of
the alumni in 1943, was presented to the college in
1945. Wartime restrictions had delayed delivery,
and Stone, still in military service, was on hand to
make the formal presentation. The alumni wanted
the organ played and amplified over the campus in
the late afternoons and early mornings.
Another teacher, Mary Moss Goggans, with a
master’s degree from the University of Alabama,
joined the college faculty in 1945. She was supervisor of English in the high school and later became
assistant professor of English in the college.
Six of her student teachers now have doctorates
and are outstanding people on different campuses.
Locally, these students include James Reaves, vice
president for academic affairs a t Jacksonville, and
John Vanderford with the Military Police School at
Fort McClellan.
In those days, Mary Moss Goggans recalls, all
supervisors of student training had master’s
degrees and were interviewed by the president of the
college. From that time, she has lived in Jacksonville, where she retired in 1971. She is serving on the
Arts Council and is active in church, professional,
and social organizations of the town.
That same year Marietta McCorkle, M.A.,
Peabody, became supervisor of the primary grades,
and. Robert B. Gilbert, M.A., University of
Alabama, was director of the secondary laboratory
school.
President Cole made as much news as the students in 1944-45. His thirteen commencement addresses at high schools across the state, as well as
other activities, did not seem to interfere with his
energetic administration of the college.
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In the fall of 1946, Will I. Martin wrote an article
for the GADSDENTIMES under the heading,
“Jacksonville College an Unusual School.”
The Alabama State Teachers College at Jacksonville is an unusual school in many ways and is the
best of its kind to be found anywhere. Houston Cole,
noted educator and one of the ablest administrators
in the South, is president. Attention is centered
upon this school for teachers right now because it is
training 500 veterans, about one-half of them to
become teachers.
By virtue of his being director of laboratories, Professor Ernest Stone is superintendent of the Jacksonville city schools, which include elementary,
junior and high school units, all housed in state
buildings on the campus. This unusual arrangement
is according to a contract between the city and the
state. I t is getting unusually good results.

Another unusual event took place in 1946.
Recalled Elene Sparks Chastain in a recent conversation, “In January of 1946, Dr. Jones asked
President Cole’s permission to open the International House for French students, and in the fall of
1946, it was done.”
James Harding Jones, associate professor of
French and Docteur (lettres) de 1’Universite de
Montpelli&, had become interested in the idea of international brotherhood while working on his doctorate in France in the thirties. Jones had been
teaching foreign languages in Jacksonville State
Teachers College since 1935. At this time, three
courses in each area of elementary, intermediate, ad-

Dr. James H. Jones, first director of International
House, receives mail from over the world.

vanced French, and French literature were offered
by the college.
On April 8, 1946, just after Madame Marthe
Bourhis-Arnould, a representative of the French
cultural attache of New York City, had been a guest
of the French Club on campus, President Cole prom-

The Clarence W. Daugette, Jr., International House has twenty dormitory rooms, three dining rooms, office space, two guest rooms, and an apartment for the house director.
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In the beginning of the International House program, two rooms in Bibb Graves Hall were converted into
kitchen and dining room. I n the second year, the International House program moved to the little Burke
house. The cottage is shown above. I t was located on the north side of the Burke home near the well house.
Bibb Graves Hall was built on the site o f the Burke home.

I n the third year of the International House program, this house was built on the circle where Sparkman
Hall now stands. Later this house became the Alumni and Faculty Club. The house was then bought by Lucille
Branscomb and moved to North Church Street. Funds were subscribed by around a hundred people to pay for
this building. Col. Harry M. Ayers of Anniston spearheaded the drive.
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A group of International House students in 1962.

ised an assembly of students something new in the
teaching of French. Cole’s announcement was carSTAR:
ried in the ANNISTON

Motley, Wadley; Margaret Swann, Roanoke; Eunice
Southern, Haleyville; Nancy Harper, Charlotte
Claypool, Merita Honea, Lucille Branscomb, Dr.
and Mrs. Jones, James Jones, William Jones, and
Alfred Jones, all of Jacksonville. Special guests
were Beth Cole and Walter A. Mason. Betty Jean
Young, John B. Nisbet, Jr., James Heathcock, and
Bill Jones, were high school students attending the
summer program.
Beginning in a classroom in Bibb Graves Hall, the
program was moved to the little Burke house the
next year. In the third year of the program, the
group moved to a new house located on the site of
Sparkman Hall. This house was later purchased by
Lucille Branscomb and was moved to North Church
Street.
Two members of the first international program,
Clarence Shelton Chastain and his wife, the former
Elene Sparks, visiting in Jacksonville during the
Christmas holidays in 1981, talked about the program.
“The International House program opens up the
world to you, ” said Chastain, “It moves you from a
region to a world outlook - a ripple effect also. The
International House students are like a family.
Children of former students are visiting in other
countries, particularly France, and French students
are coming here as their parents did. ”
Elene Sparks studied in France for a year,
1949-50, on a scholarship given by Mr. and Mrs.

Four exchange students and a chef from France
will arrive in the fall to assist Dr. J. H. Jones in the
Foreign Languages Department. A limited number
of students will be admitted to the classes and only
those who are really interested will be considered.
The students and their French associates will eat
together in a special dining room, where the food
will be prepared by the chef. Only French will be
spoken in the classrooms and dining room.

The first French student, Fernand Marty, arrived
on campus on July 19, 1946. The other three
students, Simonne Repussard, Odette Michel, and
Robert Humbert, as well as Mme. Andree Alverhne,
who would be in charge of the French dining room,
arrived later in August.
The first luncheon of the new French program was
served in Bibb Graves Hall on September 18. In addition to the French students and hostess, the
following members of the group attended: Opal
Adair, Buffalo, Alabama; Mary Cobb, Crossville;
M. L. Roberts, Altoona; Marzell Culberson,
Sylacauga; Clara Ruth Stowers, Elene Sparks, and
Betty Nell Adams, Gadsden; Ruth Goza, Albertville; Rupert Burnham, Joe Allgood, and Everett J.
Wood, Piedmont; Robert Jones and John H. Murrell, Jr., Munford; Clarence Chastain, Charles
Lipsey, and James Harkins, Anniston; Charles
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The French Club. Foreground: Madame Alverhne; Row 1-Louise Waters, Mary Cobb, Odette Michel;
Row 2-Lucille Branscomb, Eunice Southern, Margaret Swann, Patty Dillon, Robert Humbert, Betty Nell
Adams; Row 3-Betty Jean Young, Simone Repussard, Fernand Marty, Elene Sparks, R u t h Goza, Opal Adair,
Carolyn Ingram, Nancy Harper, Jackie Cobb, Marzell Culberson; Row 4-Dr. James H. Jones, Clarence Chastain, Charles Motley, Pat Burnham, Charles Lipsey, Jane Self, James Harkins; Row 5-Bill Jones, John
Nisbet, Jr., Everett J. Woods, James Jones, Jr., M. L. Roberts. Not shown: Robert Jones, John Murrell, Marietta Honea, John Morrow, and Charlotte Claypool.

The first James H. Jones Award was given in 1978-79 to Miss Dale Benson. Shown above are Mr. Morris
Longshore. Mrs. Daugette, Miss Dale Benson, and Col. Daugette. This perpetual award, made possible by Colonel and Mrs. C. W. Daugette, Jr., is presented annually to the most outstanding member o f the International
House program. The recipient receives an appropriate gift and a diploma of achievement.
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I

Groundbreaking for the present International House in 1963.Left to right: Col. C. W. Daugette Jr., Mrs.
A. C. Michaels of Gadsden; Mrs. E. D. King and Col. Harry M. Ayers of Anniston.
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Henry Miller of Jacksonville. The Chastains were
married in the International House in December
1950. Elene Chastain now teaches French in high
school in DeKalb, Illinois, and every year takes a
group of students to France. Clarence Chastain
received his doctorate in education from the University of Colorado and is now on the faculty of Northern Illinois University. The Chastains, with the
assistance of Margaret Ann Swann Smith and Ruth
Goza Chandler, sponsored a reunion of International
House students on the campus in the summer of
1981.
Scholarships were provided in 1948 for Margaret
Ann Swann and in 1949-50 for C. L. Simpson for a
year’s study in France.
In 1952, Monique Gailotte of Nancy, France, and
Roy Wallace of Gadsden were married in the International House, and a French couple were married
there in 1946.
“Not exactly the international brotherhood Dr.
Jones had in mind, ” reported the school newspaper,
“but the students did have his blessing. ” Jones had
said a t the time that he was an educator, not Cupid.
The International House Endowment Foundation
was formally incorporated on February 4,1953. The
founding members of the board of trustees were
Houston Cole, Clara T. King, Eugene Turner, Jr.,
C.W. Daugette, Jr., Gene Michaels, Dorothy C. Calloway, Harry M. Ayers, Louise M. Liles, Frank J.
Martin, Maurice M. Hoffman, Rudy A. Kemp, Ruby
A. Pollock, Robert D. Reich, Rose R. Kilby, Belle P.
Shepherd, and Evelyn J. Letson. Of this original
list, the first four are still serving on the board of
trustees.
Under Daugette’s leadership as chairman of the
board of trustees, the building project for the present International House was begun. After eighteen
years as director, Jones retired just before the new
building was dedicated. In 1964 there were thirteen
countries and five continents represented in the program. The Joneses have kept in touch with former
students, and for many years have sent out the “INTERNATIONAL VOICE” with news of former students
all over the world. The Dr. James H. Jones
perpetual award, made possible by Colonel and Mrs.
C. W. Daugette, Jr., is presented annually to the
most outstanding member of the International
House program. The recipient receives a diploma of
achievement and an appropriate gift.
With the strong support of the board of trustees,
the International House was completed and dedicated on October 11, 1964, a residence with twenty
dorpitory rooms, three dining rooms, office space,
and an apartment for the house director. Each
American student rooms with a foreign student, the
dormitory wings accomodating forty in all. The furnishings for the German, French, and Spanish dining rooms were provided by private gifts and donations, as were those for the two guest rooms. The
college provided approximately $400,000 for the
dormitory rooms.

John R. Stewart, M.A. University of Alabama,
LL.D. Jacksonville State University, Director of International House.

Daugette’s unselfish service to the International
House program and the school has special significance to him because of his father’s long service as
president of the institution.
C. W. Daugette, Jr., served his country with
distinction as an infantry officer before, during, and
since World War 11. He is president and founder of
Life Insurance Company of Alabama, with its home
office in Gadsden, and president of The First National Bank in Jacksonville. In June 1978 the
Alabama Legislature named the International
House in his honor.
The Clarence W. Daugette, Jr. International
House and its program have been under the direction of John R. Stewart since September 1, 1964.
“We now have former foreign students residing in
sixty-five countries. We are completing thirty-six
years, and I estimate there are about 450 former
foreign students of the International House, ’
Stewart said recently.
Through the International Endowment Fund,
many individuals, businesses, industries, and
organizations have supported the program over its
history. District 686 of Rotary International has
provided an annual scholarship for twenty-seven
years, and the Anniston Rotary Club now funds a
scholarship each year. The Alabama Federation of
Women’s Clubs has raised $25,000 and established
a scholarship in perpetuity. Kitty Stone was chairman of the Scholarship Committee of the Federation
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Much support for the International House program has come from the Alabama Federation of Women’s
Clubs. John R. Stewart, director of the International House since 1964, is shown with Mrs. Houston Cole, Mrs.
Wilmer Bullock, past president of A F W C Mrs. Mary George Waite, president of the Farmers and Merchants
Bank of Centre and president of the Alabama Federation o f Women’s Clubs; Mrs. L. D. Pearce, past president
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs; Houston Cole, president of Jacksonville State University. This
meeting was held in 1969.
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when this scholarship trust fund was established.
Since moving to Jacksonville in 1973, the FederalMogul Distribution Center has provided a scholarship on an annual basis.
“Other organizations are establishing scholarship
funds each year, and we are continuing our efforts, ”
Stewart says.
International House students, both American and
foreign, travel over the state during the school year
to present programs for schools and civic organizations. During vacation time, arrangements are made
for the foreign students to travel over various sections of this country. The “International Family” of
Jacksonville provides a rich background for all the
students of the university to learn international differences and similarities a t first hand.
Also in the 1946 news were plans for a new wing of
Daugette Hall, another men’s dormitory, as well as
a high school building, and an athletic stadium. The
TEACOLA
of October 23, 1946, shows a photograph
of Carolyn Triplett, a popular student, breaking sod
for the Daugette Hall addition, Miss Triplett, in
UNIVERSITIES AND COLWHO’SWHO I N AMERICAN
LEGES, was president of the senior class and
business manager of the annual. In 1947 she became
the bride of veteran-student Aaron Hand. For more
than twenty-five years, Carolyn Hand has been executive secretary to Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., as
dean of the college, vice president for academic affairs, and now president of Jacksonville State
University .
Among other popular students at that time were
Miriam “Tid Bit” Wood and James Haywood, who
were married in 1946.
After serving as mess sergeant in World War 11,
James Haywood came back to Jacksonville to complete a degree. He played on the first undefeated
football team in 1947 under Coach Salls. Graduated
in 1950, he started teaching and coaching a t
Jacksonville High School. In 1957 he was made
coordinator of diversified occupations. His
volunteered expertise in setting up a temporary
cafeteria when a tornado blew the roof off the new
Cole Center in December 1962 came to the attention
of President Cole. Haywood soon became director of
food services and was noted for luaus and formal
banquets featuring his baskets made of bread and
his ice carvings. In 1974 he was appointed head of
the Jacksonville State University education center
a t Fort McClellan.
Miriam Haywood graduated from Jacksonville in
1945, and in 1948 started working as secretary to
Ernest Stone, then director of extension of the
university. Later moving to the business office, she
became assistant business manager in 1954, an office she held some twenty years before becoming
director of personnel services.
The Haywoods donated the first costume for the
student mascot, a specially designed Gamecock outfit which attracted much attention a t athletic

Life was not all work and no play for the Lovetts.
Tommy Hill, with the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS, is
shown on the left with Opal Rufus and Opal Adair
Lovett.

events. Costumes have changed, but the mascot still
performs. Another of their projects was the
Jacksonville State University monument, located
near the main entrance of the university. The name
change from college to university came after the
design had been approved, and further problems
arose concerning the size of the base. After a combined sixty-four years at Jacksonville State University, Miriam and James Haywood retired in 1979.
The first high school musical festival was held in
1946. Walter Mason was the general chairman, and
bands came from Anniston, Attalla, Oneonta, and
Talladega. Choruses, choirs, and piano students
were also presented.
On Friday night, May 2, 1946, the Morgans won
permanent possession of the loving cup for having
won three successive debates. This was the second
cup won by the Morgans. Pat Burnham, Morgan
speaker, and James Hubbard, Calhoun speaker, led
the battle. William Calvert was sponsor of the
Morgans and Maude Luttrell, the Calhouns.
In 1945, Opal Rufus Lovett was listed as artist,
photographer, and business manager of the
TEACOLA,
and photographs by 0. R. Lovett began
to appear in all of the school news. The university
photographer since 1950, Lovett is known to be one
of the best in the business. This member of the class
of 1948 has been a teacher in audio-visual education
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Above - One o f the great Haywood buffets
featuring ice carving, as well as marvelous food.
James Haywood director of food services, is shown
on the left.
Right - Beautiful girls have been shown as the
“Gem of the Hills” in student publications and
sometimes in media over the state. Usually
photographed by Mr. Lovett on a monthly basis,
these students have represented the seasons, activities on the campus, and events of general interest. Shown above is Ceil Jenkins our first Miss
Alabama and a favorite Gem of the Hills over the
years.
Below - Miriam Wood Haywood and President
Houston Cole.

106

photographer. He is an artist in setting up scenes,
often with only sheer ingenuity as props, and a
master of technical skills in the dark room. Lovett,
with ability, dedication, and a quick sense of humor,
has recorded the pictorial history of this school for
more than thirty-three years.
It was in 1945 that Roy Treadaway became a wellknown figure on the campus, particularly in Bibb
Graves Hall. This tall, lanky man, while managing
to keep the building orderly, always had a friendly
greeting for visitors, faculty, and students. For
more than thirty-two years students encountered
his directions and advice: “Education is essential in
life, but the important thing is to use your life for
good. ”
After waiting, in the wings since 1920, the
gamecock finally crowed in 1946. According to Joe
Barnes, a letterman on the 1946 football team,
President Cole met with Coaches Salls and Dillon
and the players and suggested that the “Eagle
Owls” become officially the “Gamecocks.” The
school colors were changed at that time from purple
and white to red and white.
Headlines in January 1947 announced, “JSTC Offers Two New Degrees - A.B. and B.S. in Arts and
Sciences to be Conferred in Addition to B.S. in
Education. ”
Action by the State Board of Education to include
training in the field of arts and sciences had become
necessary because of the tremendous increase in
enrollment of veterans. It also had become apparent
that the college could serve all young people in the
area, not just those going into the education field.
Two large dormitories and the new high school
building were under construction, and work was
soon to begin on the football stadium.
In 1947, Speaker of the House of Representatives
W. M. Beck, a JSTC alumnus, came to the campus
to crown Elaine “Rusty” Gerstlauer as Miss
Jacksonville at the annual summer carnival. Announcement was made that she would be entered in
the Miss Alabama contest sponsored by the BIRMINGHAM NEWS. A double event was celebrated at
this time; Senator Sparkman was also on hand for
the dedication of the new highway between Jacksonville and Anniston. This was also the year Austin
Meadows, another Jacksonville graduate, was
elected state superintendent of education.
Jacksonville has had many graduates serving a t
state level in education. Rutledge Daugette was a
member of the State Board of Education from 1949
to 1955, and Paul Snow served from 1955 to 1957.
Austin Meadows was state superintendent of education for three terms, 1946-51, 1955-59, and 1963-67;
while Frank R. Stewart served from 1959 to 1961;
Ernest Stone from 1967 to 1971, and LeRoy Brown
from 1971 to 1975.
Registration at Jacksonville State Teachers Cob
lege exceeded 1,000 in 1947. President Cole announced the appointment of a group of new faculty

and camp leadership, as well as official photographer since shortly after his graduation.
Opal Adair and Opal Rufus Lovett met while in
college a t Jacksonville, were married later, and
chose to return to Jacksonville in 1950.
Opal Adair joined the editorial staff of the
TEACOLA
in 1946. After graduating from JSTC in
1948, she received her M.A. degree from the University of Alabama and taught a t Guntersville, Cordova, Saks, and Anniston before joining the English
faculty of Jacksonville State College in 1958. Her
philosophy of caring for students by nurturing
limited as well as exceptional abilities makes her
teaching of writing and literature a lifelong gift for
her students. The college days of Opal Adair were
filled with extracurricular activities - editorial
writing for the TEACOLA
and helping with several
other organizations and publications. As a teacher,
she is still involved with extracurricular activities.
Since 1971, she has been the faculty sponsor of the
MIMOSA,and each year the yearbook has grown in
size and quality.
Some people might envy Opal Lovett’s work as
photographer of the Gems of the Hills - a Lovett
innovation - as well as the Miss Mimosas, Miss
Alabamas, and Marching Ballerinas. No doubt the
bright spots compensate somewhat for the routine
and often frustrating duties of the university

Roy Treadaway came to work in Bibb Graves Hall
in 1945. He was to make friends and offer advice to
students for 32 years.
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William M. Beck, speaker of the House of Representatives, crowns Elaine Gerstlauer as Miss
Jacksonville in 1947. Today Judge Beck of Fort
Payne still keeps up with his alma mater; Elaine G.
Tutwiler, Ed.D., University of Alabama, associate
professor o f education at Jacksonville State University, is still making history in Jacksonville.

President Houston Cole with H e n h Bonnet,
French ambassador to the United States and
Madame Bonnet during their visit to the campus in
1947.

The high school auditorium was the site of “Angel
Street” produced by Lawrence R. Miles. Don Collins
and Tom Shelton are the performers.

Pearl Buck spoke to the students in 1949. Col.
Harry M. Ayers is shown in the background.
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members, including J. A. Smoake, with a master’s
degree from Alabama Polytechnic Institute, as a
teacher of history and later English; Thomas L.
Hicks, a graduate of the University of Alabama, as
a teacher of mathematics; and Ray Wedgeworth, a
former Little All-American from BirminghamSouthern, as line coach for the college football team.
Ada Kathleen Bounds, a recent graduate of the
University of Alabama, had also come to preside
over the new dining hall as dietitian.
Scores of Jacksonville students attended the inauguration of Governor “Big Jim” Folsom in Montgomery. Captain Charles E. Cayley’s Company E of
the Alabama National Guard marched past the
reviewing stand. With him were Doyle Nolan,
George Word, Fred Selman, Thomas Martin,
William Street, J. B. Woodward, Walter Walker,
Neil Harris, and Fernand Marty.
A notable event took place on the campus in October 1947 when the annual convention of the
Alabama Chapter of the American Association of
Teachers of French was held on the campus. The tricolor of France flew over the campus when Henri
Bonnet, French ambassador to the United States,
and Madame Bonnet arrived for this meeting.

James H. Jones was in charge of the program for
the banquet and Senator John Sparkman introduced the speaker. Other dignitaries present were
Lieutenant Governor Clarence Inzer, Speaker of the
House W. M. Beck, Austin Meadows, superintendent of education, and a number of college
presidents.
In his address, the Ambassador said, “France can
regain its feet economically within three years if the
Marshall Plan is put in action.”
But Madame Bonnet, from the fashion center of
the world, brought news of the new longer skirts,
saying that the style had been rather exaggerated in
America, and daytime frocks should not be longer
than twelve inches from the floor. Mme. Bonnet’s
knowledgeable comments, as well as her attractive
wardrobe and unmistakably French hats, led the
Jacksonville audience to agree with the Capitol’s
socialities and statesmen that she was “one of the
strongest diplomats of France.”
While in Alabama, Ambassador and Madame
Bonnet were the guests of Colonel and Mrs. Harry
M. Ayers, Anniston.
At homecoming in 1947, Congressman Albert
Rains was on hand for the opening of the new

Governor James E. “Big Jim” Folsom at the Jacksonville Breakfast during A E A in Birmingham.
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President Cole, Congressman Albert Rains, and Dean Wood.

stadium, called the College Bowl, where a crowd of
3,500 saw the unbeaten Gamecocks win 48-0 over
the Indians of Pembroke College of North Carolina,
to become the only undefeated team in the South.
Betty Raye, homecoming queen, was crowned by
President Cole in the dedication ceremony.
The Masque and Wig Guild ushered in the year
1948 on a happy note, when You Can't Take I t With
You was presented at the community center with
Lawrence Miles of the English faculty as director.
The cast included Ina Jo Varnell, Margie Sparks,
Ann Henley, Gene Barnes, Harold Junkins, Carlton
Fagan, John Cathey, Frances Engle, Harry Green,
Bruce Miller, Danny Packard, Sara Ann Carr, Harry
Howell, Elaine Gerstlauer, Walter Trammell, Neil
Downing, and Bill Landers. Other members of the
Masque and Wig assisted with the production of
this three-act comedy. Many successful plays were
to follow.
In the spring of 1948, James Moncus won the first
Masquer's award for Lunatics at Large, Danny

Packard won the next fall for Pure as Driven Snow,
and Harry Howell won twice in a row for performances in Outward Bound and Male Animal. Tom
Wheatley of Anniston, and Buffalo, New York, won
the award in 1951 for his performance in Blithe
Spirit. Others mentioned in the TEACOLAwere
Yvonne Rogers Casey for Night of January 16th,
Don Collins in Angel Street, and Betty Vickrey in
Goodbye, M y Fancy.
In February 1948 Rubinoff and his violin came to
Jacksonville, as he visited schools and colleges to
help develop music appreciation. Local musical programs were also in the news at this time. Fritz Heim
of the music department presented the first performance of the newly formed symphony orchestra in
March 1948. And the musical ability of Johnny
Long was becoming newsworthy.
The new high school a t the present site opened
during the AEA holidays that year. The town and
school people were proud of the new steam-heated
building with flourescent lights, a library, and a
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modern cafeteria. At the alumni breakfast during
AEA, Senator John Sparkman and Congressman
Albert Rains gave the group the welcome news that
they would go back to Washington to work for
federal aid for education.
With the forming of the ROTC unit, the campus
was soon to see as many uniforms as it had during
the war. Efforts had beqn under way for some time
by A. J. Goodwin, Jr., chairman of the Anniston
Military Advisory Committee, and Colonel Paul
Singer, commander of the Alabama Military
District. President Cole offered facilities and complete cooperation with the army, and the old high
school building became the home of the new unit.
Colonel Thomas B. Whitted, Jr., a native of
Charlotte, North Carolina, and a West Point
graduate, was assigned as commanding officer.
The school bulletin announced formation of the
new unit:
In January 1948 the Department of the Army activated a Field Artillery, Senior Division, Reserve
Officers Training Corps unit at Jacksonville. This is
a four-year progressive course of instruction in
military subjects and training. The first year of instruction deals with subjects pertaining to the Army in general. The second year of this basic course
is devoted to fundamentals of Field Artillery. The
advanced course of two years is especially designed
to develop junior officers for the Officers Reserve
Corps and the regular army, as well as leaders in the
democratic society of the United States.

Solon Glover, Business Manager

In 1950 a chapter of the Scabbard and Blade was
organized by Colonel Whitted.
The year 1948 saw the organization of the first
Writers’ Club, sponsored and nurtured by William
Calvert until his retirement in the 1970s.Students
wrote poetry, short stories, and essays, and the best
compositions were selected for publication in Soundings.
In Volume 1, 1949 Soundings, a now-familiar
author appears:

graduated or transferred. The bulletin listed five
dormitories: Abercrombie, Daugette, Forney, Pannell, and Weatherly Halls. Students in Abercrombie, Pannell, and Daugette took their meals in the
college cafeteria.
Average cost per student per quarter was as
follows:
16 hours, $1.50 per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.00
Matriculation fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.75
Activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.00
Books and supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15.00
$46.75
Room and board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
93.00
Total
$139.75

X
One of the imperfect utilities
of this thing that is called poetry
is X the unknown quantity
which we lay thick hands on
and cannot hold.
So much is it unlike
the neat, cool algebra
of the quiet mind.
-C. L. Simpson

Special fees were charged in addition to the above,
and the bulletin stated, “Students residing in other
states must either sign an obligation to teach two
years in Alabama or pay an extra fee of $15 per
quarter.’’ Listed also were a B.S. and an A.B. degree
in music, which included a major in applied music,
music theory, and music education. The department
of business administration announced a B.S. degree
in business education and an A.B. in secretarial
science.
A change was made in the business office in 1949;
Solon H. Glover, who had been employed in the
business office in 1947,became assistant treasurer.

Some advice is included in the 1957 volume: “So
save your Soundings. One day you may be able to
say, ‘Ihave one of the original copies of the first
, the Hemingway of 195%’ ”
work of
Dr. Calvert says that perhaps not many Hemingways developed, but some students became better writers.
A marked change in the student body became
noticeable in 1949, for most of the veterans had
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Glover later became business manager, and twenty
years later, the 1967 MIMOSA
was dedicated to him:
The 1967 MIMOSA is dedicated to Mr. Solon H.
Glover in appreciation of the twenty years’ service
to Jacksonville State University as its business
manager.
Mr. Glover has been active in obtaining numerous
federal grants for both buildings and equipment for
our institution and with his continued guidance
from the business manager’s position, Jacksonville
will continue to grow into one of the finest institutions in the South.

In November 1970 Solon Glover died unexpectedly. President Cole said at the time that Mr. Glover
had on many occasions received praise from the
state department of accountants for the manner in
which he had handled.the finances of the college. He
also mentioned Mr. Glover’s valuable role in
establishing the ROTC and concluded, “I have lost
a valued friend and co-worker.”
Additions to the staff in the 1949-50 school year
included Stella W. McWhorter, dietitian and
hostess in Weatherly Hall; Mary W. Cass, manager
of the supply store; and Mary Stevenson “Abby”
Poling, a JSTC graduate, assistant registrar. E.
Baskin Wright, with an A.B. from the University of
Alabama and an M.A. degree from the University of
Wisconsin, was appointed director of student personnel. Lawrence Miles of the English department
took over the duties of the registrar, and A.D.
“Gus” Edwards began handling sports publicity.
Edwards grew up in Jacksonville, attended The
Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, and obtained
his master’s degree in history from the University of
Alabama. He is still making history as the dean of
men of the university and for over thirty years has
witnessed the growth and changes of this institution.
Mary L. Lowrey, a JSTC alumnus with graduate
work at Peabody and the University of Alabama,
became associate professor of home economics in
1949. Soon a major was offered in this field, and
Mary Lowrey’s talents became evident at numerous
college functions. Many of her former students have
elevated high school programs and made valuable
contributions to the field of home economics.
Also marking the year was the appearance of
Pearl Buck as a speaker on campus. Johnny Long
who had headed the high school band for two years,
was graduated from JSTC and held his final concert
as director; the Alabama Intercollegiate trophy and
special Paper Bowl trophy were presented to Coach
Salk and the football team; and the International
House became truly international with French,
Swiss, Cuban, and Belgian students enrolled.
Some of the college highlights of 1951 were the appearance of Dorothy Thompson, noted traveler and
journalist, and Pauline Frederick, a well-knowncommentator.
The ROTC presented awards to Harvey Stewart,

.

Dean A. D. C C G Edwards
~ ~ ” and Coach Don Salk

Scabbard and Blade, for exemplifying highest ideals
and exercise of command, to Talmadge F. Spurlock,
as highest scorer in competitive marksmanship
among advanced cadets, and to Jack B. Stewart for
the highest score among basic students.
After completing a two-year term as head of the
Alabama Business Teachers Association, Lucille
Branscomb was elected head of the Southern
Business Education Association. The next spring
the business education department under her leadership enrolled twenty-five percent of the JSTC
students in the Division of Education. Major Branscomb, a member of the Civil Air Patrol, was also active in the National Business Education Association
and sponsor of the Future Business Leaders of
America chapter in Jacksonville.
The nursery school became a part of the growing
home economics department in 1951. This proved to
be a learning experience for the children of students
and others, as well as a training area for the home
e’conomicsmajors. The nursery was also interesting
to parents and visitors who came to view the equipment - tables, chairs, and bathroom facilities all
scaled down to the size of children.
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Mary L. Lowrey, a JSTC alumna, became
associate professor of home economics in 1949.
Shown are Ada Bounds Montgomery and Mrs.
Lowery.

President Cole and Charles Laughton, who came
to the campus in 1953.

Alabama Intercollegiate trophy and special Paper Bowl trophy were presented to Coach Don Salls and the
foot ball team.
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C. L. Simpson was graduated in 1951 and substituted for Julia Roebuck in the English department while she was away because of illness. Simpson and Roy Wallace began working on Sidewalk
Cufe, an original musical. Simpson wrote the lyrics,
and in February 1952 the music department
presented the play, the setting inspired by
Simpson’s recent year of study in Paris. Students in
the cast were Don Collins, J o Ann Porter, Billy Jo
Gray, and Tom Wheatley.
Two future bank presidents became officers of
Kappa Phi Kappa about this time. Lloyd Rains of
Henager was elected president and David Pearson
of Leesburg, reporter. Other 1951 officers were
Charles Bounds of Tuscaloosa, vice president, and
J. P. Whorton of Pisgah, treasurer. Rains made
headlines the next year as the most eligible bachelor
of the senior class. He is now president of Central
Bank of Birmingham and employs a number of
Jacksonville graduates.

Pearson also made the student news the next
spring when Faith Hedgepeth became his bride in a
beautiful wedding ceremony in the Silver Chapel at
Fort McClellan. Attendants who had served with
the bride as ROTC sponsors were dressed in their
ROTC uniforms, but the bridal gown was as traditional as any bride’s dream. Pearson is now president of the Jacksonville State Bank, and the Pearsons have made Jacksonville their home.
Faculty romance was also in the air in 1951, Hazel
Dishman, a JSTC graduate who had just completed
work on her master’s degree at the University of
Alabama and was a new member of the business
education faculty, became engaged to Lawrence
Hicks. Hicks, who had attended Troy State College
and had received his master’s degree from the
University of Alabama, was teaching in the department of mathematics.
Another engagement of special interest was announced, that of Ada Bounds to Dr. Montgomery.

Group returning from teacher’s workshop in Washington, D.C. Extension directors were Baskin Wright
(far left)and Ernest Stone (third from right).
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Little All-American Jodie Connell, 1957 on the right. Shown with him are
Coaches Don Salk and Ray Wedgeworth.
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Montgomery had come to Jacksonville the previous
fall to teach sociology. He had graduated from Wofford in his hometown of Spartanburg, South
Carolina, had master’s and Ph.D. degrees from
Duke, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and
had served in the European and Pacific theaters in
World War 11. The bride, from Tuscaloosa and a
graduate of the University of Alabama, had recently
joined the faculty as dietitian.
NEWSof October 25, 1951,
The JACKSONVILLE
carried a picture and article under the headline,
“Famed Old Hames Hall Will Soon Be Razed.” This
building was closely tied to the early education
movement in Alabama, as described in this brief account:

tional prominence accepted President Cole’s invitations to come to the campus. Among them were
Henry Hill Crane of Detroit and Ralph Sockman of
New York City.
An event called “It Could Happen Here,” on
January 26,1953, gave a startled town and student
body a serious look at world affairs.
The Crusade for Freedom began at 7:30 a.m.,
when, seventy-five men ambushed the ROTC, took
their equipment, and blocked the roads, while armed
guards locked the college buildings, burned library
books, and raided dormitories. Unaware students
and teachers were arrested; students were marched
to town, and teachers were forced to ride on army
trucks. The trial was on the City Square, and the
mayor, council members, and faculty were led from
the jail and “executed” by a firing squad. Fireworks, blank cartridges, and smoke bombs added
frightening realism to what could happen in a sleepy
college town.
The event was suggested by Opal R. Lovett and
supported by President Cole; Mitchell Modrall,
associate professor of biology, served as local chairman. Details had been worked out in secret with Col.
James A. Blodgett, professor of military science,
and cadet officers. Lovett was everywhere, recording the action. Photographers from Birmingham,
Anniston, and LIFE magazine were also capturing
the scene on camera.
In the news of this time were faculty and staff
changes and additions. Mildred Johnston, with a
master’s degree in library science from Columbia,
was appointed librarian upon the death of Ramona
Wood. Mary Ann Mason (Mrs. Walter A.) joined the
staff of the registrar’s office as transcript clerk, and
Sybil D. Reaves, a JSTC graduate, became certification secretary. Clay Brittain, who had studied
toward his doctorate in psychology at the University of Chicago, came back to teach psychology.
And other faculty members were coming to
Jacksonville - Hazel J. Matthews, M.S., Alabama
Polytechnic Institute, and Margaret R. Green,
M.A., University of Alabama, in home economics;
Caroline Edwards, Sophie Newcomb College and
Art Institute of Chicago, in art; Emmett B. Fields,
Ph.D., Vanderbilt, and Howard 0. Prichard, A.M.,
Duke, in history; L. T. Wilson, Ph.D., Harvard, in
mathematics and physics; Gaither Snoddy, M.A.,
University of Alabama, in science; Bertha Lindsey,
M.A., Alabama Polytechnic Institute, in English;
and Robert Williams, M.A., University of Alabama,
in economics.
Homecoming had a different look this fall of 1953.
Twelve high school bands - all directed by Jacksonville graduates - performed at halftime. The college
band, with J. E. Duncan directing, shared the spotlight with the others, and the Gamecocks won over
Southern Georgia, 40 to 0.
Representing the early graduates was a float
depicting horse-and-buggydays. The Normal School

Hames Hall, a landmark in Jacksonville,has been
declared a fire and safety hazard by the state fire
marshal and will be razed soon, it was announced.
Men and women in all parts of the state who went
to school in this building and who have a sentimental attachment for it will regret to learn that it is being torn down. For Jacksonville it is the passing of
an era.

And 1952 was also the beginning of a new era.
“Students Pleased Over Feminine Touch Added
to Prexy’s Home” read a headline in the June 25
student newspaper, and Martha Leatherwood wrote
in the TEACOLA,
“The new Mrs. Cole came to us
from Gadsden . . . Mrs. Cole’s gracious manner exactly matches the decor of the President’s home. . . .
Welcome to Jacksonville, Mrs. Cole.”
Opal R. Lovett was appointed to head athletic
publicity in 1952. One of his first football articles
was about Jody Connell, captain; Bernard Hammett, co-captain; and ten players all named “Bob’’
- Shelley, Henderson, Nix, Ledbetter, Harris,
Toughill, Dobbs, Donahoo, and Coley.
The newspapers in October 1952 reported that “A
big league political debate” between Republican
Congressman 0. K. Armstrong of Missouri and Congressman Albert Rains, Democrat of Alabama, had
been held on the campus. Much of the debate
centered around the conduct of the Korean War.
Fred Taylor of the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS said,
“Both men were quick on the trigger as they jousted
for an hour and a half before a large turnout at the
teachers college here . . . . While the large audience
obviously was pro-Democratic, there appeared to be
a sizable sprinkling of Ike-likers in the throng. ” And
the ROANOKE
LEADERtermed the event “a great
performance by two polished orators and quick
thinkers. ”
Religious Emphasis Week that year brought
another outstanding speaker to the campus, the
Reverend Paul A. Wolfe, pastor of the New York City Brick Presbyterian Church. Wolfe had studied in
Edinburgh and the University of Berlin, and his interest in coming to Jacksonville stemmed from the
membership of the Ide family of Jacksonville in his
church in New York. Later, other theologians of na-

.

116

honored the Gay Nineties with a float, and the recent graduates named their float “Seventy Years of
Progress.” Lamar Triplett was president of the
alumni association, and Malcolm Street was master
of ceremonies at the alumni banquet. SGA President Arlie Gunter crowned Mary Sprayberry of
Delta, Alabama, Miss Homecoming.
In 1953 Thomas J. Roberson, M.A., Florida State
University, became head coach for men’s basketball.
Coach Roberson’s influence on athletes has been
great, and he has produced champions both in
basketball and in good citizenship.
Beginning in the 1964-65 year, his teams won six
straight Alabama Collegiate Conference games. In
1967-68, his players won the national free-throw
shooting championship. And there have been many
stars on the court. In 1968-69, Buddy Cornelius won
the Associated Press first-string Little AllAmerican title, and Bill Brantley set a national
record for field-goal percentage.
In addition to coaching, Roberson taught physical
education courses. He was a pioneer in the Emergency Medical Services field, and began teaching this
course, covering all areas of first aid, before an ambulance became available.
His service and training of others could be related
to the deposit explosion multiplier theory in
economics. In the 1981-82 year, four basketball
coaches, students of Roberson, won 500 games in
area high schools.
Roberson was head coach until 1971; since that
time he has been teaching in the physical education
department.
Excitement continued on the campus when the
president announced that the State Board of Education had approved $600,000 for a new science
building and a new men’s dormitory.
On December 4, 1953, the students and people of
the surrounding area enjoyed “An Evening with
Charles Laughton,” an actor who had revived an
almost forgotten art with distinction. His performance was called a “reading,” but it was all by
memory - and,acting at its best. He included selections from the Bible, as well as from the works of
Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, Thomas Wolfe,
James Thurber, Washington Irving, and others.
In December 1953 the first fashion show of the
home economics department, directed by Barbara
Cotton, was called “an outstanding success” by the
ANNISTON
STAR.The first graduates in this area
were entering the professional field.
In March of 1954, the Department of the Army
approved a General Branch ROTC for Jacksonville,
covering material common to all services. During
his fourth year a student could apply for the field of
his choice. Jacksonville graduates had received only
field artillery commissions in the past. When Colonel Blodgett completed his three-year stay, he was
succeeded by Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Harvey of
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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Reuben B. Boozer, with a B.S. from Jacksonville,
an M.A. from Peabody, and additional work at
Birmingham-Southern and Auburn, became an
assistant professor of biology in 1954. Other
Jacksonville graduates began teaching careers at
this college that year. Floyd “Buddy” Tredaway,
son of Felix and Louise Douthit Tredaway, with an
M.S. from Auburn University, became an assistant
professor of business education, and his wife Martha, also with a master’s degree from Auburn,
became an assistant professor of education and
supervisor of high school grades.
Several former students came back to Jacksonville to teach in the laboratory schools during this
period. Ernest V. Newman, M.A., Peabody, came as
high school coach and supervisor of high school
grades, and Una Hamric, M.S., University of
Alabama, had been assistant professor of education
and supervisor of intermediate grades since 1950.
Also on the faculty were Johnnielee Harper in the
high school and Beatrice Jones, M.A., University of
Alabama, in the junior high school. E. Thomas
Malone, M.A., Alabama Polytechnic Institute,
became supervisor of social studies in the high
school in 1952; Marietta McCorkle, M.A., Peabody,
was supervisor of primary grades, and Kitty Stone,
M.A., University of Alabama, was principal of the
elementary laboratory school.
The SGA elected Jimmy Reaves, a junior, as
president to succeed Arlie Gunter for the 1954-55
year. Other officers were Gene Hanson, vice president; Betty Wade, secretary; and Gerald Johnson,
treasurer. Later, Reaves was named Student of the
Year.
The 1954-55 bulletin carried notice of the change
from the quarter system to the semester system,
with a summer session during most of June and July. Other changes were inevitable in the stimulating
fifties. An increased enrollment spurred additions to
the curriculum and faculty, and physical accommodations were enlarged.
Degrees offered in 1954-55 were Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in
Education - Elementary and Secondary. Preprofessional courses were offered in agriculture,
engineering, the medical and dental professions,
pharmacy, medical technology, and law. There were
five divisions: education, fine arts, languages,
science and mathematics, and social science. Including those in the laboratory schools, there were
eighty-seven faculty members and thirty-six college
administrative and staff members.
Perhaps realizing the broadening scope of
Jacksonville State Teachers College, the students
changed the name of their newspaper from the
TEACOLA
to the COLLEGIAN.
The first issue of the
COLLEGIANwas published on December 13, 1954.
The year 1955 was another constructive period.
The Ayers Science Hall, which included a
planetarium and a visual-aids auditorium, was open-
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ed. Other new buildings were authorized - a student union, a men’s dormitory, and a dining hall,
raising the value of the structures on the campus to
nearly $8.5 million. The old Edwards home, the site
of the present International House, became the
music building. The alumni president, Paul Snow of
Pinson, made a trip to the campus to view the new
look, and with Edward Davidson, SGA president,
Guntersville, as his tour guide.
Theron E. Montgomery, Jr. became acting dean of
the college when Dean Wood took a leave of
absence. Dean Wood soon retired, and the 1956
MIMOSAreported that Montgomery, the new dean,
an able and entertaining teacher of sociology, had
demonstrated rare talents as an administrator during his first year.
Coach Don Salk completed an Ed.D. at New York
University in 1955, and thirteen new faculty and
staff members were added. Doris Bennett, a
Jacksonville graduate with an M.A. degree from
Peabody, became assistant librarian. Harold
Strickland, M.A., Auburn University, and Ed.D.,
Peabody, came to teach general science.
At the 1955 summer graduation exercises, the

first Certificate of Distinguished Achievement was
presented to Harry Sherman of Anniston. In addition to Sherman’s scholarship qualities. the COLLEGIAN mentioned his leadership abilities as editor
of both the student newspaper and college yearbook,
as well as a member of the Ushers Club, Science
Club, and Kappa Phi Kappa.
Homecoming went international. In the tenth
year of the International House, the Homecoming
Queen was Katy Gooliemi from Corfu, Greece. She
was dressed for the festivities in the style of Amalia,
the first Queen of Greece. This homecoming queen is
now Mrs. Maurice Johnson of Jacksonville.
The year ended with bright prospects, and the
football team went to the Refrigerator Bowl in
Evansville, Indiana, where the Gamecocks won over
the University of Rhode Island, 12 to 10.
A large gift of oil properties to Jacksonville College added impetus to the year 1956.
A member of a large family in Jackson County,
Alabama, Nannie E. Walker Logan had a burning
desire for a college education, but was deprived of it
due to limited financial means. As the years went
by, Nannie Logan saved money and bought land

Who’s Who in American Universities and Colleges in 1955. Front row: Marian Laney, Orble Barnes,
Virginia Voss, Betty Wade. Second row: Billy Pannell, Jo Ann Lewis, David Lacey, Paul Thompson. Third
row: Jimmy Reaves, Joe Tommie, W. H. Ashburn, Howard Waldrep, Travis Walker, Myra Culp, Bob Hand,
Harry Sherman, Charlie Wilson, Ben Nodal, Bill Hammill.
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where oil was discovered. It was her wish to help
other students secure a college education, and
Jacksonville, where Ethel W. Posey, her sister, had
been a teacher in the elementary laboratory school,
was her choice. Mrs. Logan’s will stipulated that the
money be loaned to Alabama students of good moral
character with good academic high school records
and a need for financial assistance. The program
was set up the next year and is still in progress.
The average cost per student per semester at that
time is listed in the 1956 bulletin.
40.00
15.00
20.00
169.00
$244.00
Laboratory fees were in addition to basic costs.

16 hours, $2.50 per hour
Registration fee
Books and supplies
Room and board per semester

$

Gerald Williams, a sophomore from Oxford,
Alabama, livened up the COLLEGIAN
and the student handbook that year with his cartoons, and no
doubt made a few of the problems of the growing
college seem less overwhelming.
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Gerald Williams, a sophomore from Oxford,
Alabama, helped the morale of the students with his
cartoons.
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The ballerinas were adding interest to the band.
John T. Finley, a member of the music faculty since
1951, succeeded Duncan, who became head of music
at Morehead State Teachers College in Kentucky.
Lee R. Manners, M.A., University of Alabama,
came to head the art department, and Greene Y.
Taylor, Ed.D., University of Alabama, became
chairman of the elementary education department.
Freshman Hall, a new dormitory for men was opened.
The year 1957 marked the opening of the campus
radio station. Built by the physics department
under the direction of Joseph J. Fremuth, the first
radio transmitter carried programs to buildings on
campus four nights a week. William Powell of Attalla, Bill Noles of Hokes Bluff, and Willard Steele
of Gadsden manned the station.
Exciting developments included the new graduate
division with Reuben Self at the head. The first person to register for the graduate program was
Leonard Bruce, teacher and coach at Cedar Bluff
High School in Cherokee County, Alabama. This
news was reported in the April 15, 1957, COLLEGIAN, and the edition of May 20 announced the
largest-ever enrollment in the summer school. Later
in July, the graduate students elected their first officers: James Reaves, Gadsden, president; Wesley
Hardy, Lincoln, vice president; and Mrs. W. E.
Leatherwood, Ragland, secretary-treasurer.
Dean Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., announced the
beginning of the Graduate Division that year.
Paul H. Snow, class of 1932, an active and enthusiastic member of the Alumni Association, died
in June 1957. A gift scholarship for freshmen boys
was established in his memory, and the College
Bowl was later named the Paul Snow Stadium.
In July 1957 the word “Teachers” was dropped
from the name of the college. A bill introduced by
Representative Hugh Merrill of Anniston, and called up in the Senate by Senator A. C. Shelton, made
this change, and was passed by the Alabama
Legislature on July 3, 1957. Names of the other
teachers colleges were changed at that time, also.
Jacksonville State Teachers College had representatives in Montgomery to welcome and celebrate the
event - President Houston Cole, Opal R. Lovett,
SGA President Curtis Williams, and Kay Kirkland,
COLLEGIAN
editor. Jacksonville graduates in that
Legislature were Representatives Emmett Oden,
Franklin County; Pete Mathews, Clay County;
Woodrow Albea, Calhoun County; and Senator
Broughton Lambert of Alexander City. State
Superintendent of Education Austin Meadows was
also in Montgomery at the time.
Many interested citizens over the state and region
had watched the progress of the small normal school
to the large teachers college. Continuing progress,
advancing in many directions, was the challenge
now facing the administration and faculty of
Jacksonville State College.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Snow. Both were students in
the '30sand have been active and supportive alumni.
Mattie Lois Snow came back to Jacksonville to complete her master's degree after her husband's death
in 1957 and renewed many fn'endships. She lives in
Birmingham, and her interest in Jacksonville State
University continues.
Courtesy of M r s . Paul H. Snow
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The Jacksonville State College Student Government Association in 1957-58.Dr. J. M. Anders, faculty advisor, is seated at the left at the table; Bobby Kennamer, SGA president, is at the right. Kennamer is now
serving as a member of the board of trustees of Jacksonville State University.
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EDITORIALS

Students, Faculty Members
Increase Traffic Problems
Today every campus in the
nation is overcrowded, and it
seems that every student has a
car.
As one professor said,
“Twenty years ago a student’s
biggest problem was where the
money to attend college was
coming from, today, t h e
average student’s greatest
worry is ‘Where am I going to
park my car?’ ”
On the Jacksonville campus
it would take a person all day to
count the cars and then he probably would miss a great many
of them.
Recently, some of these cars
have been seen parked on the
grass in front of the International House, in the middle of
lanes, and anywhere else that
two of the four wheels can be
manuevered into.
Some students have to drive
their car from Daugette Hall to
the cafeteria, too far to walk on
an empty stomach.
Another big problem of traffic is the hot rods or cats as
they like to be calIed. These
eople think that cars were
uilt to fly in and the manufacturer forgot to put the wings
on.
Perhaps these people should
visit a junk yard, or maybe a
better word would be a

f:

graveyard for mistreated cars.
To look at the mangled fenders,
burned metal, crushed tops,
and broken windows, makes a
person wonder if the driver was
killed. In many of these wrecks
there can be no doubt as to
where the driver is. He could
only be in his grave.
Maybe by some miracle some
of these people survive, but
then they must live for the rest
of their lives thinking of the
people that they killed. It’s a
terrible thought, but it happens
every day.
During the past few months
several Jacksonville students
have been in wrecks, luckily no
one has been injured; however,
someone has to pay for repair
bills and this certainly isn’t
easy for a college student.
Only immature people
overlook these problems and
try to pass everything on the
highway. A mature person
realizes that automobiles can
cause great losses of money,
prison sentences. and instant
death.
Try to obey the laws of the
highways, use your common
sense, be courteous and considerate of others, and live a little longer. Buying flowers is expensive.

Excerpt from the COLLEGIAN,March 20, 1956
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