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Spring registration and JAXAPP open for students
Emily Ford,
Correspondent
There is good news for all current and future Gamecocks.
Spring registration and financial aid applications are now open as
the Fall semester starts to wrap up.
JSU has a goal of ensuring all applicants are given equal opportunity to invest in their education. That is why JSU offers several
types of scholarships for students to help with the cost of attending
school, and the Financial Aid Office is working diligently to ensure
that all students have the resources necessary to pay for their college
experience.
The JAXAPP is officially open for students to apply for competitive foundation scholarships in the upcoming year. The application
process has been made easy to use through the MyJSU portal. Applications will be accepted through Feb. 1, 2022.
After submitting their applications, students are encouraged
to frequently monitor their JSU student email account because all
recipients of the competitive scholarship will be notified via email.
Students can check their application status by logging into their
MyJSU account and clicking on the “Scholarship Manager’’ link.
Students also have the opportunity to save money by applying
for financial aid. JSU is proud to offer a variety of financial aid options including federal PLUS loans, federal Stafford loans, and federal and state grants.
Students can fill out the FAFSA form online, which became
available on Oct. 1. The staff at JSU have made this process easy,
offering “Cocky Chat,” a virtual chat room for students to ask important questions about aspects of the process that they may not
understand.
The university’s website also allows students to view a worksheet with a sneak preview of what a typical FAFSA form will look
like as well as the specific questions they will be asked on the form.
This is designed to better equip students to fill out their forms as
early as possible.
Students can also come back to the form webpage as many
times as needed to make necessary changes. There is a phone number and email address displayed on the school website for any additional help that might be needed. Upon completion of the FAFSA
form, students will receive their official Student Aid Report.
As for Spring registration, students are encouraged to secure
their spot in their desired classes as soon as possible, which has also
been made easy through the use of the school website.
To register, students can simply log into their MyJSU portal and
click on “Registration.” They should select the term in which they
wish to register, and they will be taken to the “Plan Schedule” tab.
From there, they can add the courses they want to take. Courses
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Cocky smiles for the camera at a recent campus event. Gamecocks
can now register and apply for financial aid for the Spring semester.
Photo courtesy of Katie Alexander/JSU.

can be searched through a specific course number, subject, CRN, or
instructor name.
When students are satisfied with the courses they have chosen,
they will select the “Done” button. Students will be made aware if
there are any time conflicts within their new schedule as registration
errors are indicated with a red “X.”

JSU Education Program organizes
food drive for Gamecock Market

Abigail Harrison,
News Editor

The College of Education and Professional Studies is hosting a food and
hygiene drive from Nov. 8-19. The contributions collected from the event will
be donated to the Gamecock Market,
which is JSU’s campus food pantry.
According to Justin Parker, a coordinator of Gamecock Market, the program has been in service for four years,
but it was renamed and expanded last
year to provide more food, clothing,
hygiene products, and other supplies to
students and faculty who are in need. He
said he was inspired to change the name
JSU Food Pantry to Gamecock Market
to reduce the stigma surrounding food
assistance programs.
The food drive is asking for donations of food items such as canned and
boxed food, hygiene products such as
toilet paper and deodorant, and school
supplies such as notebooks and pens.
The Market is also in desperate need
of items students can use to keep warm
during winter such as blankets and jackets.
Students and faculty can donate
their items in drop off boxes that have
been placed in Romana Wood and Mason Hall. Students can place their donations in the boxes anytime before Nov.
19. The college is also hosting a one day
event on Tuesday, Nov. 16 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the Theron Montgomery
Building Food Court.
Students and faculty are invited to
come participate in the event where they
can play games and win prizes. Several
fun games will be set up, and a donation
of three or more items is required to play

the games. Those who donate more than
five items will be entered into a raffle for
a chance to win prizes.
There is also a competition among
the departments within the College of
Education and Professional Studies. The
department that has the most items donated will be awarded various prizes.
Madison McAllister is a junior
majoring in Secondary Education ELA
at JSU. She is part of a committee that
helped organize the food drive, and she
wants to encourage students to donate
what they can.
“JSU is known as the Friendliest
Campus in the South,” McAllister said.
“What better way to show our hospitality than to support our peers that may
need extra assistance during the semester.”
According to Parker, it is important that people participate in the drive
because the program cannot function
without donations.
“It’s all donation based, so without that we don’t have food to give,”
said Parker. “Right now half the pantry
is probably empty so that’s why we are
looking for more donations.”
So far, the Education Program has
already collected 150 items from the
drive, according to Gena Christopher,
adjunct instructor in the College of Education.
The event’s slogan is “You have to
Maslow before you can Bloom,” which
is based on the developmental theorists
Abraham Maslow and Benjamin Bloom.
According to Christopher, their theories on physiological needs are important to the Education Program because
they signify how students’ basic needs
of safety and security need to be fulfilled

before they can be successful in their
learning experiences.
“As a class, we believe that we must
meet our students’ basic needs before
we can expect them to think critically,”
said Cristopher. “We know that our JSU
community has many students who
struggle, who are food insecure, or who
lack support.”
Jade Swink, junior at JSU, is an
example of one student who has utilized Gamecock Market during a time
of need. Swink said that when she was
running low on food this semester, she
was able to fill out a form and receive a
variety of food.
“It is so easy to run out of hygienic
products or run out of food,” said Swink.

“So I think it is really important to have
something like this to where you don’t
feel vulnerable because a lot of people
don’t like asking for help.”
Swink told about a time when she
was scared to ask for help, but she said
Gamecock Market created a comfortable environment that helped her feel
better about her situation.
One area Swink hopes to see the
market improve is in its advertisement
efforts so that more students in need are
made aware of and can utilize the program. Gamecock Market is aware of this
problem and is working to find ways to
make the pantry more accessible for students, according to Parker.

Justin Parker, a coordinator of Gamecock Market, stocks the shelves with cans donated to the pantry. Photo courtesy of Abigail Harrison.

Are you interested in writing for The Chanticleer? The staff is currently looking
for volunteer writers for all sections! Contact any staff member to get involved.
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One of the apartment buildings bursts into flames as Jacksonville first responders
arrive on the scene. Photo courtesy of Jacksonville Fire Department.

Two injured in Pheasant Run
Apartment fire

Ashleigh Crouch,
Correspondent
Two people were injured after leaping from the second story of the Pheasant Run
apartment complex on Sunday morning after a large fire destroyed eight units. Firefighters responded to a call about a fire at the complex around 5:30 a.m. on Sunday
morning.
Crews from Jacksonville, Anniston, Alexandria, and Weaver Fire Departments,
Piedmont and Anniston EMS, Calhoun County 911, and Jacksonville Police Department responded to contain the fire and provide aid at the scene.
On their Facebook page, Jacksonville Fire Department reported that their crews
arrived on the scene in less than six minutes, just after the two individuals had jumped
from their second-floor window to escape the fire. The two individuals were treated
on scene and then airlifted to UAB. Their injuries did not appear to be life-threatening. There were no other injuries reported.
Residents of Pheasant Run complex told news reporters that they left their homes
with nothing exceot for the clothes they were wearing. One resident told reporters
that a neighbor saved her life by knocking on her door and telling her that she needed
to evacuate the building.
Investigators have reported that the complex is no longer structurally sound, and
is therefore not safe to return to. Seven families were displaced, and the complex was
able to place each of those families into a vacant apartment.
The American Red Cross has offered assistance, and city officials have stated that
anyone affected by the fire can contact the Jacksonville Christian Outreach Center
(JCOC) for assistance. If citizens would like to donate funds or supplies to families
affected by this fire, they can reach out to JCOC by phone at (256) 435-1891 or at their
office at 206 W Francis St. behind McDonald’s in the First United Methodist Church
parking lot.
The cause of the fire has not yet been determined.

Beta Pi awarded Most
Outstanding Chapter
of 2019-2020
Luke Reed,
Correspondent

Lambda Sigma Beta Pi Chapter at Jacksonville State University received the
Most Outstanding Chapter award on a national level during the 2019-2020 academic
year.
The chapter began in the year 2018. Beta Pi and its advisors were described as
impressive for having such a new start.
Vice President of Lambda Sigma Beta Pi, Alexis Petty, said that her experience
and leadership opportunities in Lambda Sigma have impacted her as a person.
“Lambda Sigma definitely got me out of my comfort zone,” said Petty. “Seeing
the opportunities that Lambda Sigma provided for me on campus after joining, I am
thankful that I am able to go after those opportunities boldly. I do not know if I would
have been in those positions if it was not for Lambda Sigma.”
Even against the odds of COVID-19, Beta Pi pushed through and continued
to provide service and outreach to the community of Jacksonville. Beta Pi made it
a priority to continue to host its Bed Building Drive with Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Inc. in the spring of 2021 and continued to reach out to the local Humane Society to
volunteer at a local shelter throughout the year.
Petty offered a word of advice for chapters recovering from the pandemic.
“No idea is a bad idea,” said Petty. “If you have an idea that you are passionate
about, let someone know. An idea can easily turn into an event or project that is held
annually such as our Bed Building Drive.”
Petty encouraged members to voice their opinions and ideas so that the chapter
as a whole can benefit and grow. The Beta Pi Chapter at JSU is very grateful to have
been awarded the Most Outstanding Chapter of the Year and looks forward to seeing
what the future holds.

UPCOMING CAMPUS
EVENTS
Nov. 11- 2021 Veterans Day Games, 1 p.m., Recreation and Fitness Center

•

Nov. 11- Vocal Masterclass featuring Renee Tatum, 3 p.m., 351
Recital Hall

•

Nov. 11- Show Choir Fall Concert, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall

•

Nov. 13- Bonfire 2021: Ultimate Tournament, Jacksonville Community Center

•

Nov. 13- Junior Recital: Jordan Chandler, Saxophone, 3 p.m.,
Mason Hall

•

Nov. 13- Junior Recital: Eli Massey and DeShane Barnes, 5 p.m.,
Mason Hall

•

Nov. 13- Junior Recital: Hannah Ashford, Trumpet, 7:30 p.m.,
Mason Hall

•

Nov. 14- Fall Frenzy: Turkey Trot 5K and Festival, 2 p.m., TMB
Lawn

•

Nov. 14- Junior Recital: Connor Griffith, Voice, 3 p.m., Mason
Hall

•

Nov. 14- Gospel Choir Thanksgiving Praise and Worship Performance, 5 p.m., The Word Center Ministries

•

Nov. 14- Junior Recital: Nathan Ballard, Saxophone. 5 p.m.,
Mason Hallvember

•

Nov. 15- International Flag Parade and Display, 10 a.m., International House

•

Nov. 15- Title IX Tabling Event, 11 a.m., TMB Food Court

•

Nov. 15- SGA Organization Council, 5 p.m., TMB

•

Nov. 15- SGA Student Senate Meeting, 6 p.m., TMB

•

Nov. 15- JSU Jazz Ensembles in Concert, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall

•

Nov. 16- Deeds for Needs: Food and Hygiene Drive, 11 a.m.,
TMB

•

Nov. 16- In-Person Visit from UA Law School, 1 p.m., Martin Hall

•

Nov. 16- Language Scavenger Hunt, 2:30 p.m., Stone Performing Arts Center

•

Nov. 16- Taco Tuesday Escalation Event, 4:30 p.m., TMB

•

Nov. 16- Bonny Shade: Just Another Assault, 6 p.m., Merrill Hall

•

Nov. 16- Beyond Reality Capture: Advocacy and Visualization at
Contested Landscapes, 6 p.m, Roundhouse

•

Nov. 16- JSU Civic Symphony presents “Pure Imagination: A
Holiday Pops Concert”, 7:30 p.m., Mason Hall

•

Nov. 16- Symphonic Band and Latin Ensemble Concert, 7:30
p.m., Leone Cole Auditorium

•

Nov. 17- Callings: Interview Skills Session 3, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Houston Cole Library

•

Nov. 17- TMB Open House: 3rd and 4th Floors. 2 p.m., TMB

•

Nov. 17- Racial Healing Circle, 6 p.m., Virtual Event

•

Nov. 17- Joint Junior Recital: Morgan Hebert and Jeremy Hall,
7:30 p.m., Mason Hall

Campus Crime Log

•

Nov. 9- Theft of Property, UREC

•

Nov. 8- Theft of Property, The Pointe

•

Nov. 7- Criminal Mischief, Salls Hall

•

Nov. 2- Unlawful Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle, Pi
Kappa Phi

•

Oct. 27- Rape, The Pointe

•

Oct. 22- Arrest: Criminal Trespass, Colonial Arms Apartments

•

Oct. 22- Harassment, Dixon Hall

•

Oct. 14- Unlawful Breaking and Entering a Motor Vehicle, Curtiss
Hall

•

Oct. 9- Sexual Abuse, Curtiss Hall

•

Oct. 6- Theft of Property, Meehan Hall

•

Oct. 4- Theft of Property, The Pointe

•

Oct. 3- Rape, The Pointe
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Opinion

Everyone should learn
a foreign language
Aubrey Carter,
Correspondent
When it comes to learning a
new language, the benefits are endless. As the world becomes more and
more globalized, bilingualism is perhaps the most effective skill to ever
exist. Studying a foreign language is
all about educating yourself on how
to truly communicate and connect
with others, which is an incredibly
useful and important life skill to possess. Here are four reasons why I believe everyone should learn a foreign
language:
Cultural Appreciation:
Language is arguably the best
and most direct way to connect to
other cultures. Being able to communicate in another language gives
us the chance to be exposed to and
develop an appreciation for another
culture’s history, traditions and religions. It also gives us the opportunity to acknowledge and understand
the ways in which our cultures are
different, promoting empathy and
acceptance.
Better Job Opportunities:
Being bilingual can open a lot
of doors for a person, especially
career-wise. Being able to speak
another language gives you a com-

petitive advantage that sets you apart
from others. Statistically, speaking
another language is among the top
eight skills required of all occupations, and the demand for bilinguals
in the workplace has risen significantly over the years. This is due to
a company’s tendency to constantly
expand and deal with clients from
all over the world. If a company is
trying to decide between hiring two
candidates, no matter how close in
skill set and experience those candidates are, the person who is bilingual
is much more likely to get the job.
Form Meaningful
Friendships:
When learning another language, you are bound to meet several
new and interesting people. Whether
it’s online or in person, language
aids us in connecting with other humans around us. Being able to communicate in another language offers
a unique opportunity to communicate with a wider range of people.
Though you may not have a whole
lot in common with someone due to
cultural differences, language can
act as a common denominator between you and your new friends.
Cognitive Benefits:
Research has proved that there
are several cognitive benefits to be-

ing bilingual. People who speak
more than one language have better problem-solving skills, criticalthinking skills, listening skills,
concentration, and memory. This
is because bilingualism has been
proved to increase your grey matter,
which includes regions of the brain
such as hearing, memory, and decision-making. Processing information also takes less time when you
are bilingual, and you notice a great
deal more about the world around
you. This is due to bilingualism’s
ability to preserve your brain’s white
matter, or the region of the brain that
deals with processing.
Those are the top four reasons
for why I believe everyone should
put in the time and effort to learn a
new language. Despite drawbacks
such as lack of time or energy, the
pros to being bilingual definitely
outweigh the cons. Learning a new
language takes tremendous time and
effort, but I believe that as long as
a person is dedicated to honing their
ability to speak in another language,
there is no reason they won’t succeed. Learning a language is such an
amazing experience that I think each
and every person should at least attempt in their lifetime. Check the
sidebar for more information.

Are you interested in writing an
opinion piece for The Chanticleer?
Contact Breanna Manley, Editor in
Chief at the email listed below:
bhill1@stu.jsu.edu

The staff of The Chanticleer is
currently looking for a graphic
design student to work on designs featured in our pdf layouts. Working with the staff is an
opportunity to have your work
published and serves as a great
addition to any resume! If you’re
interested, please contact Editor in Chief, Breanna Manley at
the email listed below:
bhill1@stu.jsu.edu

Breanna Manley,
Editor in Chief

Alongside several foriegn language courses offered here at the university, students can find several
ways to learn new languages.
There are apps free for download on devices for
those choosing to learn languages. Below are some
of the most notable apps used to learn languages.
Duolingo:
Duolingo is one of the most popular apps to
download when wanting to learn a new language.
The app offers free language courses for 37 different
languages. Whichever language you choose, Duolingo provides several dozen levels to complete including verbal and written questions. If you have a
bit of experience with the language and want to skip
the basics, you can take a pre-test to skip past them.
Rosetta Stone:
Rosetta Stone is another highly-esteemed language learning option. This company offers language courses for 25 different languages. Unlike
Duolingo, Rosetta Stone isn’t free to use. Pricing depends on what language you’re trying to learn, and
how long you want to have access to the software.
They offer pricing for three month access as well as
12 month and lifetime access. One of the best things
about this choice is the various learning techniques
the company uses. Lessons include recordings of locals of the language you’re studying to tell stories,
showing you how they speak and pronunciate.
Babbel:
Babbel is another company that offers language
learning for everyone. This company offers language courses for 13 different languages. Like Rosetta Stone, Babbel isn’t free either. Pricing depends
on the subscription you choose. They offer one,
three, and six month subscription options as well as
a yearly one. One of the great things about Babbel
is that you can try before you buy with a free trial
they offer. Babbel users are also able to work online
in a group setting with meetings held by language
teachers.
These are just a few of the many language learning options out there. Browse the app store for more
options.

Photo courtesy of Duolingo’s Facebook page

Photo coutesy of charatoon.com

Skipping over Thanksgiving for Christmas is the norm...except in Texas
Brooklynn Wilkes,
Correspondent
It is officially November, and a burst of cold air is
not the only thing that is consuming a lot of people. The
Christmas spirit has seemingly taken over already, and
we have not even reached Thanksgiving.
Christmas can be a very exciting time of year for
many people with more and more people sharing their
Christmas cheer earlier than ever. Many have claimed
that December just cannot get here fast enough, completely ignoring Thanksgiving.
Those who prepare for Christmas earlier may not
dislike our turkey-loving holiday, however, they might
just enjoy all that comes with Christmas better. Christmas time surrounds us with lights, music, gifting, and
giving.
Texas, however, is not having it with skipping out
on Thanksgiving. A bar in Dallas, Texas has banned
the playing of Mariah Carey’s song “All I Want for
Christmas” before Dec. 1. Even after December comes
around the song will only be allowed to play once a
night.

This may seem extreme to most people, but Texas
will not let Thanksgiving be ignored. Yet stores across
the country have put out Christmas decorations before
most people have even picked out a Halloween costume. This release of Christmas decorations so early in
stores is a phenomenon called the “Christmas Creep.”
This “Christmas Creep” can also make a lot of
people feel as though the Christmas season is much
longer than it actually is. Many walk-through stores
in early fall are sporting towering trees and twinkling
lights. It’s easy to feel stunned at how fast the season is
approaching. Though not many people act on decorating that early, they have the opportunity to prepare and
even get discounts on the products.
There are those who are disgusted by the sudden
push of the Christmas season early. Christmas is celebrated in many ways and those different ways do not
always match up, causing the distress or joy of seeing
decorations for sale.
The National Purchase Diary did a survey finding
that 51% of customers in America plan to do holiday
shopping before Thanksgiving even gets here. With
most of these people shopping for the holidays as early

as October.
A study conducted by the Journal of Environmental Psychology says that when you decorate early for
your favorite holidays it can possibly make you happier. Christmas is not considered the most wonderful
time of year for nothing.
Thanksgiving could simply just not bring as much
joy to people as the Christmas season does. So in return, people are prone to decorating and kicking off the
season earlier in order to feel a greater sense of happiness.
There are mixed feelings on whether there is a
perfect time to celebrate each holiday. Putting statistics and survey’s aside, decorating and celebrating
Christmas earlier might just simply make people happier. Whether someone is team Thanksgiving or team
Christmas, the holidays are simply a time that seems to
bring more people together and create joy.
There are no rules stating a correct time to celebrate each holiday, some people like a head start on
shopping and others just want to feel the sweet release
of nostalgia.
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After moving to the ASUN Conference just last season, Jacksonville State Athletics announced that all Gamecocks sports will be moving to Conference USA for the 20232024 athletic season. Photo courtesy of JSU Athletics.

Jacksonville State to join Conference
USA in all sports in 2023
Thomas Ashworth,
Sports Editor

Jacksonville State Athletics announced on Friday afternoon that all
JSU sports will move to C-USA for the
2023-2024 academic year.
According to the press release
by JSU Athletics, JSU President Don
Killingsworth spoke on the conference
change, saying that “Jacksonville State
University has and always will be eager
to listen to opportunities that put our
university and athletics department in
the best situation possible, so when Conference USA reached out to us we were
excited to listen. With the landscape of
collegiate athletics changing more rapidly now than ever, we are thrilled to be
able to align with a league with such an

outstanding tradition as C-USA.”
Conference USA’s press release
mentions that the move to add JSU,
along with the three other schools
added, was approved unanimously by
C-USA’s board of directors. The three
other schools added to C-USA will be
Sam Houston State, who the Gamecocks
football team played earlier this year,
Liberty, who is also a member of the
ASUN Conference, and New Mexico
State.
In a video put out by JSU Athletics,
JSU Athletic Director Greg Seitz talked
about how fast the process was, saying
that, “it happened really within the last
eight to ten days. We received a call from
Conference USA asking about our interest, we set up a Zoom call with leadership from C-USA, they made a campus

visit earlier this week, we got the official
invite and finished the paperwork actually earlier this morning.”
Despite the swiftness of the move,
Seitz noted that this wasn’t a haphazard
decision for JSU, stating that “we have
been preparing for this moment for the
last decade, if not 12 to 14 years.”
With the move, this will put Jacksonville State in a Group of Five FBS
conference and will allow the football
team to qualify for FBS bowl games.
This will put JSU with their in-state
rivals Troy and UAB as members of a
“Group of Five” FBS conference.
Conference USA Commissioner
Judy MacLeod said in their press release that, “We are incredibly excited
about adding these four new members
and feel there is tremendous upside in

these moves for our conference. This is
a quality mix of established and emerging universities that provides us with a
compelling group to continue to build
with, focusing on competing for and
winning championships well into the future. We have been deliberate in our efforts for the past few weeks to get us to
this point and will continue to evaluate
and consider our additional options for
membership.”
This move happened along with a
huge shift of schools around conferences
across college athletics. C-USA will be
losing at least 9 of its members, including UAB, Florida Atlantic and Rice, due
to conference changes. Western Kentucky is also rumored to be moving to
the Mid-American Conference, but it
has not been confirmed yet.

Men’s basketball loses on last
second shot to
Wichita State
Coley Birchfield,
Correspondent
The Jacksonville State men’s basketball team
kicked off the 2021-22 season on Tuesday night in
Wichita, Kansas. The Gamecocks lost a nail-biter to
Wichita State, 60-57.
The game was close throughout with both teams
tied at 57 with only seconds remaining. Wichita State’s
Tyson Etienne made a three-point shot from the midcourt logo with just two seconds on the clock to seal
the win.
The Gamecocks led for just over 27 minutes of
play, including the entire first half, while holding the
Shockers to just 38 percent shooting in the game.
Kanye Henry, who finished with 15 points, five
rebounds and two steals, was the leading scorer for
the Gamecocks, who as a team shot 42 percent from
the floor. He was joined by Darian Adams who finished
with 14 points and eight assists, as well as Brandon
Huffman who had 10 points to go along with his seven
rebounds.
The two teams were evenly matched in the game,
with JSU owning the largest lead at just six points. The
difference was seen at the free-throw line. As team Jax
State shot 5 of 11 from the stripe. Likewise, WSU, who
were fouled just two more times than JSU, went 12 of
14.
Reigning American Athletic Conference player of
the year, Tyson Etienne, is the leader of the 2021-22
WSU team. Etienne finished with 16 points and four
rebounds in the win over JSU. His game-winning shot
was officially measured at 31 feet, 9 inches. For reference, the NCAA-regulated three-point line is marked at
just over 22 feet.
“I put myself in that position every day,” Etienne
said when asked about the shot. “I was confident that
I made it, because I’ve made it so many times. I could
have gone to the rim, but I felt like me shooting that
shot would be the same as getting to the rim.”
Etienne was named the preseason AAC player of
the year and was on the Naismith Trophy watch list,

Kayne Henry takes a shot at Charles Koch Arena as Jacksonville State falls to the Wichia State Shockers in a 6057 contest to open JSU’s season.

which is given to the nation’s top player and coach.
Wichita State enters the season as the reigning
American Athletic Conference champion. In the 202021 season, the Shocker finished with a 16-6 record with
a first round exit in the NCAA tournament.
Wichita State also won the only other matchup
between the two teams in 2018. However, JSU holds
seven victories against the other active members of
the AAC. The last coming against Tulsa in November
2016.
The matchup against WSU was just the beginning
of a difficult stretch for the Gamecocks. In JSU head
coach Ray Harper’s sixth season at the helm, the
Gamecocks have one of the hardest schedules in the

Atlantic-Sun Conference.
Jax State is currently projected to have the secondhardest schedule among A-Sun members, only behind
Liberty. Their strength of schedule ranks 149th in all of
NCAA Division I.
Their non-conference schedule includes matchups
against 14th-ranked Alabama, Sun Belt members South
Alabama and Troy, and Conference USA’s Florida
International.
For basketball fans anxious to see the Gamecocks
in action, they will return home on Saturday, November
13. JSU will play host to Alabama A&M at “The Pete”
for a game that is scheduled for 4 p.m. and will be
broadcast on ESPN+.
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JSU drama department’s scripted
studio presents “Giving Thanks”

Cast of “Giving Thanks” Courtesy of JSU Department of Drama and

Kaelin Albright,
Correspondent
The drama department hosted another installment
of their Studio Scripted series on Thursday, Nov. 4. This
series takes a very minimal and laid-back approach to
theater. All that is on stage are the actors, chairs, and
music stands to hold their scripts. There are also no
costumes, and all of the performers wear black, which
adds to the simplistic style. This minimalistic approach
is innovative and allows the actor’s talent and play’s
writing to speak for itself. The actors read the lines, and
the director reads the stage directions for the audience
to gain the entire picture.
The play chosen for this Studio Scripted series
was “Giving Thanks” by Adriano Care. This play was
a great choice for the start of November, because it
takes place during Thanksgiving. Ben and his fiancé,
Sebastian, are hosting Thanksgiving at their house for
the first time. In attendance is supposed to be Sebastian’s
sister, Carol, and their parents. However, Carol invites
Sebastian’s ex-boyfriend, Andrew, as well. Carol

intends for the two to rekindle their old spark, so their
parents shift their focus from her to Sebastian.
Eventually, their parents call to tell them that they
have gotten stuck in the snow. Ben decides that he
should go and to find them.
While he is away, Sebastian and Andrew begin to
catch up on old times, and things take a turn. However,
Andrew thinks that this means they are going to get
back together, and Sebastian quickly informs him that
this is not the case. Sebastian explains that he and Ben
have an open relationship.
Ben eventually comes back because the roads are
too bad. When he arrives the major conflict in the play
ensues. Ben discovers that Andrew and Sebastian were
together, and that Sebastian’s parents are not going to
make it to dinner. Ben is greatly disappointed by both
issues.
Everything resolves by Andrew telling Ben that
he has nothing to worry about, by reiterating what
Sebastian said when he told Andrew how much he
loves Ben. Carol announces that she is going to have
a kid, and that is why she staged everything between

Andrew and Sebastian so that her parent’s attention
would be taken off her and put on Sebastian. In the end,
the four had a great Thanksgiving, and were able to say
how thankful they were for one another.
“Giving Thanks” included some topics that could
be considered controversial, such as open relationships.
However, this play did not ostracize the characters
involved in this relationship. When the other characters
had questions, and problems arose surrounding the
open relationship it was simply communicated like any
other problem in the play.
“Giving Thanks” is aware of being set in the
twenty-first century and how modern audiences would
respond to these conflicts. It’s an very different spin on
usual holiday stories. Making it very relateable for a
modern audience.
Also, this particular style of performance added to
the modern setting of the play. The performance felt
very raw and minimalist.
This was a very interesting and different side
of theater. Be sure to be on the lookout for the next
installment in the Studio Scripted series.

Astroworld tragedy demonstrates the
necessity of having concert security

Brooklynn Wilkes,
Correspondent

Music festivals and concerts are
supposed to bring a sense of freedom and
release from day-to-day life. However,
when improper security measures and
instigation from the performers mix
together, they can result in injury and
even lead to fatalities.
Rapper Travis Scott returned to his
hometown in Houston, Texas on Nov.
5 to put on his music festival called
Astroworld. The Astroworld music
festival features a lineup of multiple
performers like Bad Bunny, SZA, Lil
Baby, 21 Savage, Earth, Wind & Fire,
and Travis Scott himself. Drake was also
performing that night.
The festival on Friday was
anticipated to be one of the largest
in Texas and resulted in the death of
eight young lives. Hundreds of others
attending Astroworld that night were
also injured. All of the eight victims
have been identified and their ages range
from 14 to 27. A 10-year-old boy was
also the youngest among the ones who
were injured.
These deaths came soon after fans
began surging and created very little to
no space between each other. With the
lack of seating, the standing room left
the opportunity for a huge stampede to
occur, burying fans beneath the feet of
other fans. This also made it extremely
difficult for medical professionals to
reach those in need of assistance.
According to Houston law
enforcement, an investigation into the
cause is still ongoing. Speculation points
to improper security for such a large
amount of people. There were 50,000
people in attendance at the festival and
most of them were younger in age.

Memorial for those killed at Astroworld Source: Getty Images

Travis Scott also has a history of telling
his fans to challenge the security and
protocols in place to keep them safe.
This tragic event is a huge example
of why these safety measures are in place.
Performers neglecting and encouraging
their fans not to follow them could be
a contributing factor. However, these
deaths are not the first to be caused by a
surge of fans rushing the stage.
In December of 1979, at Cincinnati’s
Riverfront Coliseum, 11 people were
killed during a stampede of fans rushing
the stage. This venue did not include
reserved seating and it was standing

room only. According to Rolling Stone,
The Who was performing and the doors
to the venue were opened later than
expected, which caused fans to go into a
frenzy to get the best spot near the stage.
Rolling Stone also mentioned that
in 2000, Pearl Jam was performing
their set during the Roskilde Festival
in Denmark. Nine fans attending the
concert were killed from what seems to
have been another rush of fans fighting
for a spot near the stage, along with
crowd surfers being dropped on the
ground. When Pearl Jam became aware
of the tragedies, they stopped their

show and decided to no longer play at
any festivals that did not have proper
security measures in place.
There are countless examples of
music festival and concert deaths due
to the lack of security procedures being
followed or even in place. They all tend
to have a common theme of being a
situation involving standing room only
and fans trampling other fans.
As families continue to mourn the
loss of their loved ones at the Astroworld
music festival, Travis Scott has agreed
to pay for all funeral costs for the eight
victims and is facing lawsuits.
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“Dune” is Set to be Sci-Fi Series Hit
Brady Drake,
Correspondent
My anticipation was high after I first
saw the trailer. The action figures hit the
shelves and posters sprang up then the
film did not come out. Add “Dune” to the
list of films that should have come out in
2020 but did not until 2021. Thankfully,
this one was worth the wait.
“Dune” is a classic science fiction
story from Frank Herbert that spawned
several books and a one-off film in 1984.
While it may not have the impact of series like “Star Wars” or “Star Trek”, this
franchise commands respect as one of
the original science fiction paradigms.
STORY: In the far future, “spice” is
a crucial resource needed for the whole

galaxy. House Atreides is entrusted to
protect this against many known and unknown foes.
This film has an all-star cast. It is
led by an up and comer named Timothée
Chalamet (Paul Atreides). He is just 25
years old but has already been nominated for “Call Me by Your Name”, and he
is in other films like “Little Women” and
“Lady Bird.” This is an entirely different role that proves he has a long career
ahead of him. He will adequately lead
these films, and I will be at the theaters
for each one. The next comes out in
2023.
Other cast members include Jason
Momoa (“Aquaman”), Oscar Isaac (“Ex
Machina”), Javier Bardem (“Skyfall”),
Dave Bautista (“Guardians of the Gal-

axy”), Stellan Skarsgård (“Good Will
Hunting”), Josh Brolin (“Avengers: Infinity War”), Zendaya (“Spiderman: Far
From Home”) and more. All are excellent casting choices that bring this story
to life.
The actress I would like to specifically mention is Rebecca Ferguson. She
is the mother of Paul and a very important character. While Paul has a special
bond with his father, there is an extra
level with his mother. They share a special connection called the voice. There
is no doubt it inspired what is called the
force in “Star Wars.” The movie explains
it better than writing it here, so you will
need to watch the film!
The visuals and sound are Academy
Award worthy. The director is Denis Vil-

leneuve whose movies are known for
exquisite shots that sometimes linger
in order to truly appreciate the beauty.
While you can watch this on streaming
services, it was well worth watching in
theaters just to see the cinematography
and get the surround sound experience.
“Dune” is an arthouse science fiction movie, but do not let that scare you.
Villeneuve tailored this for everybody to
watch while keeping the heart of an arthouse film for the movie buffs. There is a
whole lot more to say about this picture,
but it is best to see it for yourself. Grab a
couple of friends, and have a great time
at the movies!

What am I listening to this week?

Whitney Ervin,
Features Editor

I’ve listened to a lot of music in my 23 years on this earth. My Apple Music
library boasts 2,000 songs ranging from Disney anthems to pop to metal and
everything in between. Some of it I listen to all the time, and some is there out of
nostalgia.
I tend to go through a lot of phases with what I listen to and when I find a song I
enjoy I listen to it over and over until I’ve squeezed out every bit of enjoyment from
it. I also listen to music pretty much all the time. Whether I’m in the car, studying, or
just hanging out around the house there’s music playing.
As you can imagine, it’s difficult for me to sum up my music taste in 10 songs. I
will do my best and subject myself to the terrifying ordeal of being seen.

1. “Panic Attacks in Paradise” byAshnikko
I’ve fully fallen down an Ashnikko rabbit hole lately. I was really late
for theclub. This song really encompasses the feeling of living with anxiety.
It’s a very different sound for Ashnikko, but the vulnerability is refreshing.
2. “Bury The Light” by Casey Edwards
Any fans of the Devil May Cry game series will recognize this as
Vergil’s battle song. It clocks in at nearly 10 minutes long and every
moment is packed with sonic delights. If you’re as much of a nerd for song
lyrics as I am, you’ll enjoy the epic tale of the rise and fall then eventually
reawakening of a tortured antagonist.
3. “Vicious” by Halestorm
Halestorm is one of my all-time favorite bands, if not my favorite.
I listen to this song a lot in the morning when I’m trying to get myself
pumped up for the day. Lzzy Hale’s vocals hit harder than a strong cup of
coffee.
4. “Kiss Me More” by Doja Cat ft. SZA
This song is just so catchy. I’ve listened to it about 80 times. It’s so
upbeat and impossible not to sing along to. It makes me happy every time it
comes on shuffle. That’s really all I can say. It makes me happy, and that’s
enough for me.
5.“my future” by Billie Eilish
As a struggling college student who is barely holding it together on the
best of days, this song makes me feel hopeful for the future. It’s a steady
reminder to look forward to the person I’ll become.
6. “Mz. Hyde” by Halestorm
More Halestorm! I mentioned that I love Halestorm, right? Mz. Hyde
is a song that just makes me feel powerful when I listen to it, which is a
statement that could be applied to most of Halestorm’s work.
7. “Take Me To The Top” by Motley Crue
I’ve loved Motley Crue since I was a teenager (in the 2010s, not the
1980s.) This song is the perfect introduction to Motley Crue in my opinion.
Coming off their first album, it’s a punchy song that perfectly encapsulated
what Motley Crue is all about. It’s not uncommon to see me at a red light
jamming to this song.

Whitney Ervin shares her playlist.

8. “Nothingman” by Pearl Jam
Pearl Jam masters the art of thought-provoking songs that take you
for a walk in someone else’s shoes. I find myself turning to Pearl Jam a lot
when I’m writing. They were one of the first bands I truly fell in love with.
9. “I’m Gonna Be” by Post Malone
This is another one of those songs that just makes me happy when I
hear it. I was also late to board the Post Malone train, and I deeply regretted
waiting so long to give him a listen. This song makes me want to roll the
windows down and sing at the top of my lungs.
10. “Seek & Destroy” by Metallica
Metallica has become one of the biggest and most divisive bands in
the world. I just love the rough sound of this song. The band was fresh and
absolutely brutal in their delivery. Before the brooding we’ve all come to
know and love from Metallica there was just straight up thrash.

