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Dedication Exercises and Laying Corner Stone of
The State Normal School, Jackson
ville, Ala., December 18, 1908.
PROGRAM.

Tim e— 10:00 a. in. to 2 :00 p. m . .
10:00 a. m. P la c e —Old building.
1. Invocation— Rev. W . T . Allan.
2. Introductory Rem arks— President C. W . Daugette.
3. Music.
4. Words of cheer by local speakers in short addresses.
1. For the Churches'— Rev. H. W . Rickey, Rev. A.
W. Briscoe.
2. For the Fath ersoftlie School— Hon. L. W . Grant,
Hon. J . D. Hammond.
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4.

F or the City— Councilman C. D. Martin.
For the County— Supt. H. T . Persons and Mem
bers of the County Board of Education.
5. Address by Supt. H. C. Gunnels.
6 . Music.
7. Address by Hon. H. S. D. Mallory, Selm a.
8 . Benediction.
9. Formation for march on school grounds in lines of
two’s, the order as follows:
1. Band.
2. Masons.
3. Mayor and City Council.
4. Odd Fellows.
5. Business Men.
6 . School Improvement Association.
7. T ra in in g School.
1 . Miss C harlton’s Grades.
2 . Miss B arksd ale’s Grades
3. Mrs. K lin g e r’s Grades.
4. Mr. Hightower’s Grades.
8 . Normal School.
1 . Third Grade.
2 . Second Grade.
3. First Grade.
4. Seniors.
Alumni.
9.
1 0. Faculty.
Line of march around the square and to the front of the new
school building.
Laying of Corner Stone by the Grand Lodge of Alabama, A.
F. and A. M.
Luncheon and Music in the new building.
Inspection of new building.
By resolution of the M erchants’ Association, the business
houses close from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m.
Marshals of the d )ay — E . G. Caldwell, E . H . Wells, John
W atkins.
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A d d r e s s by P r e s i d e n t C. W. D a u g e t t e .

We have met today to dedicate the new Normal School build,
jng and to lay its corner stone. T h is is a day which has been
looked forward to by every man, woman and child in J a c k s o n 
ville, and we are delighted to have so many of our friends hereto
share the joy of the day with us.
In behalf of our school and our city we wish to welcome you
one and all, and to tell you that we are more than pleased that
you are here. It means that you feel an interest in the progress
of this town and this county, educationally, and that you wish to
take a part in any upward movement along this line.

History of School.
T h e State Normal School was established in 1883 by an Act
of the Legislature with an annual appropriation of $2,500. It
occupied the building known as Calhoun College, which was
built by subscription at a cost of $16,000, and which was turned
oyer to the State for the use of the Normal School by the trustees
of Calhoun College. The Normal School occupied that building
until 1900. It had, up to that time, a very small appropriation
and could be nothing more than a local high school. It was a
Normal School in name only; however, in 1898 it began to grow
and attract some students outside of J a c k s o n v ille and C a lhoun
County. T h e attention of the Legislature was brought to this in
1900 and the appropriation was increased to $7,500. By that time
it had outgrown the old college building and Calhoun County,
through its Board of County Commissioners, derated the c'd
court-house building, which we now occupy, as the county site
had been moved to Anniston. T h e growth of the school contin
ued, and in 1902 the appropriation was increased to $10,000. In
1906 it was increased to 15,000, the amount which it now re
ceives.
A great many people in the State manifested an interest in
the school and contributed to its growth, but special credit is due
to E x -State S ept. John W. Abercrombie, E x -S ta te Supt. I. W.
Hill, State Sap t. II. C. Gunnells, Gov. J o s . F . Johnston, and the
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present Governor B. B. Comer. It is but ju s tto say that Governor
Comer did more for us than any one else, for he insisted that
e appropriation be increased 50 per cent in the face of indifferice or passive opposition on the part of our local representatir ts.

City Was Loyal in Need.
Two y e a r s ago o u r town realized that the growt h of the school
must cease until we secured other accommodations, for we had
outgrown our present building, so when the needs of the school
and its benefit to the people were thoroughly realized, they acted
well and promptly in the matter. By an unanimous vote, with
out a dissenting voice, they issued bonds to the legal limit to pur
chase this building, then when they found that that was not
enough to complete a building which would accommodate the
school, they said, “ Money we have not; we cannot issue any
m ore bonds, but we’ll give you back the build ing.” Then came
trouble about selling the bonds, and the city did not have any
money with which to pay a premium, but it issued notes, borrow
ed money and gave $ 1,200 to sell the bonds.
Th is shows what our people can do and will do when they
are thoroughly awake to a meritorious proposition. It is a fact that
our people are an intelligent people, they are a good people and
a patriotic people, and all that is necessary is to show them what
needs to be done and what is right to be done and their co-opera
tion can be secured. So we used this building to borrow money
on, and with all the funds raised, we still have a debt oil the
building, but we will pay it when the time comes, just as we
raised this money, Our people have confidence in themselves.
They see what community of interest can do, and they are more
independent as a result of it. Self-help is the best after all. We
now expect the school to start upon a new era of grcwth. Its
growth during the past few years has been nothing less than phe
nomenal. It has no parallel in the educational history of the
State. Its enrollment has increased over ICOOper cent in eight
years. We are looking for its growth to continue until instead of
400 students from over fifty comities of the State, its enrollment
must reach toward a thousand.
Great progress has been made along educational lines within
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recent years. More especially is this the case within the last two
0r three years. T h e educational awakening is not confined to
Jacksonville and Calhoun County, but reaches over the entire
gtate. Indeed, we need progress. We need waking up. I want
t0 give you some facts and figures about Calhoun County which
will certainly call for reflection on our part.

Some Facts For Reflection.
There are three towns or cities in the Couny — Jack so n v ille,
piedmont aiid Anniston. I will begin with Ja c k so n v ille because
it is home. We have here a million dollar cotton mill, a hundred
thousand dollar oil mill, saw mills, bank, laundry and bakery.
The head of the cotton mill is from Vermont, the superintendent
is from South Carolina, the assistant superintendents are from
South Carolina, but the workers in that cotton mill, the people
who receive the low wages, are native Alabam ians. The head of
the oil mill is a Northern man, the superintendent is from New
Hampshire— the lower workers are Alabam ians. The head of the
laundry is a Northern man, but the people who do the washing
are Alabamians; the head of the bank is a Northern man and all
his subordinate officers are A labam ians. T h e owner of the
bakery is a native Alabam ian, but h e has t o send out of the State
to get a man to bake his bread. Most of the ministers of J a c k
sonville are from other States. T h e Methodist preacher is frcm
Louisiana, the Episcopal minister is from Virginia, the Presby
terian is from North Carolina. It is true that the head c f this
school is a native of Alabama and that a large p e r c e n ta g e of the
teachers arfe Alabamians and a still larger per centage Southern
ers, but we had to go to Chicago for one teacher, to Wisconsin
for one and to Boston, Massachusetts for another.
Piedmont has a large cotton mill. T h e head of it is frcm
Pennsylvania, the superintendent and assistant superintendents
are from Delaware, the workers on low wages are from Alabama.
Piedmont has a bent wood factory. T h e head and proprietor of
it is from Georgia. T h e largest mercantile establishment in
Piedmont is owned and run by a Georgia man. A Northern man
is at the head of the bank of Piedmont, but the other employes
are natives.
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At Anniston we find that the head of the Woodstock Iron
Co. and also the manager are from Virginia, the high-priced
workmen there are nearly all foreigners and people not from A
labam
a
. T h e head of the Net and Twine Mill is from Mississippithe head of the large cotton mill there is Mr. A. L. Tyler, the son
of one of the founders of Anniston, who was from Pennsylvania.
Mr. Noble the other founder was from Georgia. The Kilby L o
comotive Works has a man at its head who is a native
Tennessean, and the highly paid workmen are not Alabamians
Amongst the professional men we find that a largee
.
per centage of
the
leading physicians are not natives
the rectors of the Episcopal churches and the Catholic
church are not natives. Very few of the public school teachers
are native Alabamians. The superintendent is from Kentucky.
I d are sav tli it in the private schools there, the Synodical College
and the Episcopal School For girls that a very small percentage
are natives of Alabama.
Now, what is true of the towns that represent the greatest ac
tivity of Calhoun County intellectually and industrially, is true
of the entire State. T h e First Baptist church of Birmingham, I
suppose the largest Baptist church in the State, has fcr its minis
ter Rev. A. J . Dickinson, a Virginian, the Episcop al Bishop is
from Virginia, the Catholic Bishop is from Massachusetts, the
presiding Bishops of the Methodist church are from other States.
The fact is, Alabama has not a single Bishop in all the churches.
We have to seek outsiders to direct our industries. We have to
get p e ople from other States to superintend our mines, our factor
ies and nearly all lines of work where skilled labor is employed.
Alabama is unable to furnish people who are able to direct and
superintend, and skilled workmen.
In educational lines what is true of the Normal School at J a c k
sonville and of the public school at Anniston is accentuated in
the larger towns of the Slate and in the higher institutions—
Auburn, the University and at Montevallo. In those schools
there are a great many people who are not natives of this State
and not even Southerners. In the larger city schools we find the
same thing to be true.

Now, we wanted these people to come in here and run
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mines and factories, run our schools, preach to us, and
doctor us. The fact that they are here indicates there is
need for them to be here and that we want them to be
here, and we wish we had more of their sort, but at the
same time the fact that we have to send out of the State to
get people who can lead and direct, and who are skilled in
doing things, must cause us serious reflection. W HY IS
THIS? What is the matter with the people of Alabama
that they have to send elsewhere to get people who know
hoW to do things? If any one were so bold as to say it is be
cause our people have not the ability, we all would feel justly

offended.

Lack of Education Costly.
I believe the people of Alabama have as much native ability
as any people on the globe. I have come in contact with people
in a great many different sections of our country and I have nev
er found any yet who have more native ability, in my judgment,
than the people of Alabama. W hat is the trouble? It is the fact
that our people are not educated. T h is is shown to us most con 
clusively by statistics which indicate that out of every hundred
people in Alabam a over ten years of age, forty cannot read and
write. It is true that this includes the negro, but out of every
hundred WHITE people in Alabam a over ten years of age, fifteen
cannot read and write. Now when we add to this the large num
ber who can barely read and write, we can easily account for the
fact that the people of Alabama have to go elsewhere to seek
leaders in every line of human activity. We certainly need in
our State today the educational awakening that is manifesting
itself all over the land. We need schools for the children of A la
bama. At the same time we need schools for the grown people
of Alabama; schools to educate lawyers, doctors, preachers,
teachers. We need as good medical schools as are to be found
in the country; we need as good law schools; we need as good
theological seminaries; we need something we have not had at all
and that is trade schools to train skilled workers in all lines of
manual labor; we need as good technological schools as can be
fornd to train people to direct the development of our natural re-
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sources; we need as good a university as is to be found anywhere'
and finally we need, and I believe this is the supremest need of
all, Normal Schools as good as are to be found in the Union, for
upon t h e teacher depends the destiny of the nation. It is he who
stirs ths flagging interest and the latent ambition of children for
an education, and if he fails to do this, there is a loss to the peo
ple among whom he labors which can never be recovered.
There has been opposition to Normal Schools ever since the
first was established in Massachusetts in 1837, but as people have
come to a better realization of the true function of this school op
position has faded away, and history shows that there never has
been one abolished; on the contrary the appropriations to them
have been increased and the number has multiplied until there
are now in the Union approximately 200 pu blic N ormal Schools.
Calhoun County is no exception to the rule that people have op
posed the establishment and maintenance of Normal Schools, but
I am thankful today to say that I believe that opposition has en
tirely melted before the light of the usefulness c f N ormal Schools
to the people of the entire State. Opposition has been based cn
the fact that Normal Schools are supported out of the public
school fund and the claim has been made that the money was
taken from the children of the country. Now, as a matter of
fact there are 700,000 school children in Alabam a and over 2,000,000 dollars are appropriated to the public schools, and I state
right here a fact that some people have not thought of, that the
children of this State do not receive one penny of that$2,OCO.OCO.
Every cent goes to the teachers of the State and not to the chil
dren. T h e only way that the children get any benefit frem it is
by being taught by the teachers paid by the State. T h e State
says that it is going to establish schools to turn out teachers who
will give it value received for its two million dollars which it
spends in educating its children. It is thus seen that the Normal
School is the real guardian of the interests of the children of the
State. It is the school that is established by the State to secure to
the children of the State value seceived for the money which the
State pays. T h at it is of great aid to the schools of this county
cannot be doubted when it is shown that over 80 per cent of the
teachers of the county have received more or less training at this
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school, and it cannot be doubted that as surely as time goes on
)he day will c o n 3 when the people will demand that any teacher
who presents him self as applicant for their school shall have cre
dentials certifyin g that he is prepared for his work. It is no
longer sufficient for a man to have ju st a fair education in order
to be qualified to teach school: he must have been trained in the
rt in the theory and practice of teaching, and must know some
thing of the child, his growth, his development and the way to fit
the different branches of study to that growth and development,
go, instead of fighting the Normal Schools the people of the
country districts should look to the Normal Schools as their best
friends and stand by them, for the Normal School is the only
school in the State which stands between them and an incompe
tent set of teachers; in other words it is the only educational ally
they have in the State.
Now to sum this matter up, when we put competent teachers
in the field and our people send to school and our education a s
sumes the right form, then, only, will we be able to educate our
people for leadership in all lines of human endeavor and for skill
in all of the manual industries.
The greatest difference between people is in their education.
Take a little boy out in the roughest mountain district of A la
bama and he is just about as bright and able to learn just about
as well as the child of cultivated parents. Education is the great
leveller but we are thankful to say, it levels upwards instead of
downwards, and it should be the highest aim of every man to see
that his child receives such an education that he will not be
placed at a disadvantage with his fellows in his race for life.

Gov. Comer, who was prevented from being present, wrote
the following letter which was read by Hon. John D. McNeel of
Talladega.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE D e pa rtm en t ,
A labama,

Montgomery, Dec. 17, 1908.
My d E ar P r o f :—
Yours of the 5th received and noted. You, of course, fully
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understand that I appreciate highly your kindness in asking me
to be with you on the 18th, your big day. I fully appreciate how
proud you must be of your school— one of the best in the State,
and due largely to you. Please extend to every pupil and teach
er my regards, and remind them for me please that on the banks
of the Jordan some thousands of years ago, twelve men were sent
out to spy the land. On returning, ten of them reported difficul
ties insurmountable; two disagreed with them, and believed that
the hosts of Israel under the guidance of the Lord could overcome
these difficulties and gain the promised land. Call their atten
tion that Caleb and Joshua, the only two of the twelve — in fact
the only two of that vast crowd surviving, led the successful host
and occupied the land and were buried on Mt. Ephraim. The
lesson is evident. Brave hearts must never cower; they must
march on!
With kind regards and best wishes,
Very truly,
B. B. COM ER.

Synopsis of Address Made by H. S. D. Mallory, Grand Master
of Masons of Alabama, on the Occasion of the Laying Of
the Corner Stone of the New Normal School Building at
Jacksonville, Alabama.
He said that representing the Masonic fraternity of Alabama,
as Grand Master, he was glad of the opportunity to officiate in
the laying of the corner stone of the New Normal School Build
ing; that the Masonic fraternity, teaching by precept and exam 
ple, is now and always h as been a mighty educational force in
the world; that anciently the craft were actual builders, and de
veloped the art of architecture to a high degree. By reason of
the skill, learning, honesty and faithfulness of its membership, it
acquired great renown and attracted to it the best of the then
world’s builders. Under its influence architecture flourished as
it had not before, and by it, the most notable and splendid struct-
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ures ware erected, as well as more humble ones.
Its membership exalted honest toil, and by the enduring
strength, beauty and usefulness of their work proved the e x c e l
lence of loyalty to duty and the Value of honest skill and industry.
But the craft were not merely operative masons, building
with stone and mortar, perishable things, for as speculative
masons, they taught and exemplified, and continue to teach and
exemplify in their lives great moral precepts, necessary for the
peace, prosperity and happiness of society.
No longer operative Masons, they now as speculative Masons
hold and teach the imperishable truths of the common fatherhood
of G od and brotherhood of man, and the duties and privileges
arising from these relations. T h ey teach and practice obedience
to the laws of God and of the governments under which they live,
and seek to know and do His will, and acknowledging all men
as brethren, hold that they owe to all men the duties of brother
hood, the greatest of which is love. They believe that if men
will love God and his fellow man, the problems of life will be
easily solved.
Their chief aim is to help men to be better, wiser, happier and
more useful, to be charitable and become righteous citizens, lov
ing God and their fellow men, and to practice industry, temper
ance, patience, fortitude and other noble qualities, so as to better
overcome the ills of life, administer to the needs of others and de
serve the rewards of the faithful. They are not theorists, but in
tensely practical.
The Masonic fraternity are co-laborers with the school
teacher and every educational force, in training the youth of the
land.
We are now recognizing as never before the necessity and
value of intellectual, moral and physical training of the young.
It is not now, as it was in the primitive days of our country.
It was then the simple life. Competition is now keen and life
strenuous. Society is complicated. The trained educated expert
has at his. command the mighty and secret forces of nature, like
the fabled magicians of old. Opposed to him, the untrained, un
educated ones are helpless. W e must educate, or our posterity
will be the bond servants of the masters of the sciences and arts.
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There has come to the American people of today, a marvel
ous heritage, transmitted by their forefathers, given to them of
God. Shall we preserve it? Shall we not do more than merely
preserve it? Is not this laud called to lead in beneficent civilizat
ion?
W e must educate, and not merely the mind, b u t the hand and
the heart, so that the product will be Ihe strong, h ealthy, clear
brained, pure minded, righteous citizen, respecting himself and
loving his neighbor and acknowledging God as his Master and
Father.
We must recognize our responsibilities to posterity. The in
fluences, character, traits and history, we transmit must be step
ping stones to a higher life, to those who come after us, and not
chains binding them to lower things.
These young men and women who are preparing for the use
ful and honorable vocation of teaching will be great factors for
good in the world to which they will soon go to take up their
work. T o them will be committed our youth the most precious
possession of our country, to train, model, develop in b ody, mind
and soul.
Reflecting on this we can realize the importance of the teacher
in society and how much depends on the ch aracter c f the work he
shall do. It is fortunate for our country that so many are devoting
themselves to this great work, and it augurs well for this
community, that its heart and mind are given to the support of
this institution, the corner stone of whose new building we are
about to place.
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A DEDICATION DAY A D D R E S S .
Mr . P r e s i d e n t , F e l l o w C i t i z e n s

and

H o n o r ed G u e s t s :

Instead of favoring the Roosevelt Big Stick Policy to upbuild
his nation, our country needs the old-fash ioned policy of the
firm school-master with keen switches to impress upon the rising
generation the duties they owe to the destinies of this great re
public. I would rather see 500,000 teachers, going forth into the
land, armed with text books than to see 500,000 of the best drilled
soldiers going forth into war, armed with the latest improved
death-dealing rifles or side arms. If instead of sinking $5,000,000.00 in some battle ship, named after a sovereign State, which
in a few brief years will be out of date, our government would en
dow a Normal School in each of the 46 States with that sum of
money, it would lift the whole nation to a higher level citizenship.
The highest function of a public school system of education is
to furnish Normal Schools where the coming leaders are trainee,
in high ideals, lofty purposes, useful conception, practical meth
ods, skilled tillers of the educational soil. In her rugged strength
mighty Alabama has arisen and closed the mouth of every saloon
and the smoke of the distillery no longer darkens and disfigures
her picturesque and varied landscapes. Let the money poured
down dry. inflamed throats be invested in the brains of these
noble mountain boys and valley girls, and such institutions as
we, this day, dedicate to the common good, will yield magnificent
dividends and returns.
Mr. President, I am opposed to bloody war-fare of any kind,
the only war I am in favor of waging is a ceaseless war upon ig
norance, crime and vice. We who are older should give to this
younger generation a chance to live in the light of a disciplined
mind, a compassionate heart, sound morals, good citizenship, a
passionate patriotism, an invincible purpose to make the most of
life and its opportunities. We owe it to them, that they should
stand upon our shoulders looking into a larger future.
It is a G od given right that this Southland should become the
richest and most populous section of the Union. By virtue of her
salubrious climates, water-ways, coast lines, railroads, lu xuriant
forestry, polymorphic agriculture, 34 minerals of commercial im-
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portance hid in the folds of her rock raiment, Anglo-Saxon
su premacy, virgin resources yet untouched by saw or spade, Alab
am
a
has the queenly prerogative to sit down in the seats of the
mighty. T o come into her own, she must enlarge the scope of
her educational program, build upon the foundations deep laid
by a heroic ancestry who fought their way up from wild and
f eral environments. We must have schools for mining, agricul
ture, m anual training, textile, hyd rod yn am ics, electricity, for
estry, geology, the applied arts and sciences. It grieves me to
hear from this platform, it recited, that if we need skilled labor
for our factories and furnaces, advanced teachers, business ex
perts, pulpit orators, and men of light and leading we must go
north of the Mason and Dixon line to get them. These things
ought not so to be. Today, in dedicating this new and epoch
m aking structure, we are m aking a step in the right direction.
Mr. President, I congratulate you, personally, on the heroic
fight you have so brilliantly lead to successful issues, against
scanty resources and heavy odds.
Fellow citizens, I congratulate you upon that wise vision,
loyalty to e ducation, liberality of purse, love for your children
that has made realizable this handsome and well equipped build
ing on that campus hill, ‘ ‘beautiful for situ ation .”
It has been my privilege to be associated, as a pastor, with
five state institutions and three denominational colleges; yet I
never witnessed a student body healthier in body, of sounder
morals, of more intense religious spirit, more eager to learn,
more willing to be taught, and whose everyday relations with the
town people gave so little concern as to their private and public
behavior.
Mr. President, with such a student body, backed by this ex•cellent faculty, and the unanimous public opinion of the city of
Jackson ville, fasten your eyes upon the ‘‘Chimney P e a k ” of edu
cation, and shoulder to shoulder, man to man, as we climb its
corrugated slopes, we will help you to push the Jackson v ille State
Normal to the top of the list, and by the Providence of God we
will keep her there.
H . W . R i c k e y , P. C.,
M. E . Church, South.
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Rev. A. W. Briscoe Spoke in part as follows:
Ladies, Gentlemen and Fellow Citizens: We are by nature,
hero worshippers. W e delight in paying homage to those who
have made themselves public benefactors. W hatever short comjuo-s our people may possess they are responsive to the claim s of
those who by unselfish deeds have proved a blessing to the world,
and who ha ve struggled to improve the conditions under which
we live.
T h e greatest fault that we possess, if one may charge to us a
fault, is that of creating the impression that our heroes are all
dead. It is but just and right that we should revere the memory
of those who by self-sacrifice and unswerving devotion to cur
cause went bravely to their death that we might the more enjoy
living. It is fitting that we should hold sacred the name of W a sh 
ington, and Lee, and Lincoln and all the illustrious Am ericans
who have blessed our country by their deeds, but sirs, while I
spurn as an ingrate those who refuse to worship at the shrine of
these, or who would strive to m ake their glory less, I hold ft to l e
unjust to act as though the heroes are all dead. I detract nothing
from the memory of these when I say that we have with us scores
of living heroes.
Those men and women, who are leading o u r s o n s aud daught
ers, through the fields of knowledge are heroes and heroines as
truly as are those who lead our fathers at Valley Forge. These
men and women who are leading the charge against the strong
holds of ignorance and who are storming the citadels of vice by
seeking to unshackle the m in d s of our people, are entitled tc stand
on an equal plain with any army leader who has ever braved the
dangers of war-fare, or gained a victory for liberty.
We have met here today to dedicate a building to the cause
of education, as this building lifts its walls it proclaims the valor
of its founders and and signals another victory fer that character
of liberty with which the liberty from the tyranny of a British
crown is not to be compared.
No, our heroes are not all dead. Th is very exercise today is
made possible only by the deeds of living heroes.
All glory to our educational leaders today, whe are struggling
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heroically to give to the children of this com m onwealth that ] ortion of the country’s wealth to which by nature they are entitled,
T h e dedication of this building today means much to the fu
ture of this town, this county and this state, and be it known that
this magnificent building comes not in consequence of unkind
criticism and of disparaging words, but rather as a reward fi r
heroic deeds upon the part of those who believe that the mental,
moral and spiritual development of our boys ai d girls is tl e
greatest undertaking of the age.
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Dedication Day Address of Hon.
J. D. Hammond.

Mr. President, Worshipful Grand Master, L a d ie s and Gentlemen:
I am truly glad to bid you welcome to Ja c k so n v ille today.
You honor us by your presence. The ceremony which you are to
witness is both a n c ie n t and honorable. T h e dedication of grounds
and buildings. To education, the expansion, and culture of hu
man intellect, is always just cause for gratitude and pride. Espe
cially do we feel this to be so today. My purpose is to speak of
the heritage we received from those who preceded, and how we
have improved it and what we have to transmit unto those who
follow.
We are told that no man lives entirely unto him self. So in
a broad sense no generation can live without retrograde, or mov
ing forward, hence each must take hold and do what their hands
find to do. He who enters upon the threshold of life filled with
the idea, that nothing has been wisely, or well done, ai d discounts
the thinkers and labors of those who have gone before, is not
wise. If he respects not the wisdom of the elders, he is apt to fail
in improving conditions. It is best for men and women to en
deavor to shape their careers, depending upon God for wisdom to
discover the mission which he has for them, and to grant them
courage to discharge such obligations as that mission involves.
At Appomatox, when Gen. Robert E . Lee tendered his sword
to Gen. U. S. Grant, Gen. Lee, a prisoner of war, yet one of the
grandest and greatest of men, with tears tricklin g down his
bronzed cheeks, said to the few comrades who were with him to
the last hour: “ Boys, we have done the best we could, this cruel
war is over, return to your homes, respect your paroles, be true,
faithful men as you have been; rebuild your waste places, and
may God’s blessings go with y ou .” Without money or credit,
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no public schools, but few worn railways, over four thousand
slaves made freemen and enfranchised, the intelligent whites
were disfranchised.
Th is was the dark period in our history.
Who was the good Samaritan to come to help, bind up our wounds.
Echo asks, who? Amid the wreck of former greatness, our heroic
men and self-sacrificing women, stood beside their graves and
wept over their ashes. But down within their hearts, burned a
faith aud a determination such as but few people ever had before.
They had character and principle left, and the most beautiful
land and most congenial climate to be found upon the face of the
earth; the purest Anglo Sax o n race, the truest womanhood, pos
sessing intelligence and refinement, such as but few countries
have. They were wives a n d mothers, God-fearing and not skep
tics.
The twin pillows, which upheld the splendid temple of their
superb civilization was the sanctity of the home and the marriage
vow. T o impeach one’s veracity or homesty , brought about the
duel. A divorce was a scandal. Children were taught gentle
ness and kindness and to revere and respect their elders. The
wife was ready to comfort the troubled, was beside the sick
couch; ready with the story of a Saviour’s love, and with pathetic
prayer the way was cleared for the departing spirit. Such was
our heritage, such the blood of our lovely Southland that has led
and shaped our civilization of today. We have been called to
solve the most complex and difficult race problem the world has
ever k nown. How have we succeeded? Hear what Senator Hoar,
of Massachusetts, a life-long partisan, said to the Southern peo
ple: “ The people of the South have some qualities which I can
not claim in an equal degree for the people among whom I myself
dwell. T h ey have an aptness for command, which makes the
Southern gentleman wherever he goes, not only a peer but a prince.
They have a love for home inherited from the great race frcm
which they came, and a sense of duty aud the instinct of honor
as no other people on the face of the earth. They have a supreme
and superb courtesy which, without regard to personal ambition,
aud without yielding to the temptations of wealth, without grow
ing tired or getting diverted, can pursue a great object in and out,
year after year and generation after generation.”
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Th an ks to Senator Hoar. It was these noble traits, urging
the superior men and women, whose struggle against oppression
and degradation, that saved their civilization from the fate of
Sandomingo.
President-elect T a f t in a speech before the N . C. Society of
N . Y . , said: “ The progress of the Southern States in commerce,
agriculture, manufacturing, mining, exports and imports, within
thirty years, has had no equal in any other part of the world.”
A writer said “ this reads like the Arabian Knights, and yet the
Aladdin’s lamp had not been rubbed y e t.” T h is is the condition
ready for the incoming generation. Are you ready to assume the
great responsibility?
You hear much of the old South having passed away, and of
the glory of the new South. I desire to impress upon the mind
of the you n g people that it was the sacrifice and devotion to prin
ciple of the old South, which made possible the new.
Also much is said of the solid South— and temptations are
present to break the solid South. I thank God for the solid South.
It has been our salvation. Mr. President, is it not our Slosses,
Debardelabens, Comers, Ruckers, Johnstons, Bankheads, Pur r e t t s ,
Richardsons, Craigs, Heflins, Hobsons, Claytons, Taylors, and
our Daugettes, Abercrombies, Palmers, Gunnells, McCoys, T u t
w i le r s and Moores, who are leading our people in politics, busi
ness and education for the continuance of the great work.
I wish to ask our young people who are to carry forward our
heritage, to remember the wise decision of King Solomon in an
swer to the great question, “ What shall I give th e e .” You are
all, in a way, asked the same question. T h e great political, pro
fessional, business, commercial and ministerial world is before
you. So many are now ready to retire. Can you, and will you
take their places?
Within the great Yellows tone Park is a lake of clear snow
water, named Isa, running out west along the Canyon and across
the plains, is a stream-supporting life which finds its way into the
great Pacific Ocean. On the E ast runs a stream which wends its
way into the Colorado river, on down to the G u lf of Mexico and
out into the Atlantic Ocean. So from this institution will go

20

Normal School Bulletin

young men and women, whose destiny will be cast in far separate
lands of peoples, each with a work to perform.
Mr. President, we have come to the close of the first cycle of
twenty-five years of this State school. No one can estimate the
harvest already reaped from the bread cast upon the waters. The
new cycle begins with this new building. Those who take charge
of church and state come into a rich heritage.
Allow me to con
gratulate you sir, for your phenomenal success in the great work
of your early manhood. Especially, sir, for this beautiful new
building which we dedicate today. It required thought, plans,
energy and persistency to make this possible. If you accomplish
no more, generations to follow will call for blessings upon your
memory.
Mr. President, I see one present who has been a trustee of this
school from its infancy; one who at all times by his wise counsel
aided in its higher development and rejoiced over its success. I
am glad to see him here. I allude to Hon. W . M. H am es.
Allow me to wish for yourself and your worthy faculty, that
you may be granted to live through this cycle of 25 years, and
your hearts made to rejoice over the glorious heritage growing out
of this State institution.

May our Republic be preserved, and the

solid South maintained; may the principles of justice and right
stamped upon the minds of men and women by the president and
faculty, reflect glory and honor upon this their Alma mater.
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Supt. Gunnels was prevented from being present by illness.
Mrs. W y l y of Montgomery presented a United States and an A la 
bama flag to the school and her letter was read by her grand
niece, K ate Caldwell, who made the presentation for her.
609 Monroe St.,
Montgomery, A la., Dec. 15, 1908.
My

dear

M r . Da u g e t t e :

While I deeply regret my inability to be present today in your
dedication exercises, I s i n c e r e l y c o n g r a t u l a t e you in your
work in extending the limits of the State Normal School, at J a c k
sonville, Alabama, and wish for you and your i n s t i t u t i o n u n 
bounded SUCCESS. One of the main objects of my life is to do good
to others, and I thought I could not give your pupils a sweeter
lesson than to instill into their hearts and minds the principles of
true pa triotism— Love of Home and Country. So 1 send you two
flags which I take pleasure in presenting to your school, and ask
that you give them a place in your spacious halls, where they
will be a daily reminder that we are all true Americans. One is
the flag of our Country, a flag for which our forefathers fought—
for which they died— and this flag is now the symbol of all we
are, of a l l that we hope to be. T o every true heart this flag is
not merely a piece of bunting backed by the authority and power
of a government to enforce its recognition, b u t it is the embodi
ment of a principle,— a symbol of those sacred truths, handed
down to us'by the heroic Past as a priceless legacy.
Teach your pupils that where ever this flag floats— on land
or sea, at home or abroad— it represents Civilization, Humanity
and Liberty.
The other is the flag of the State of Alabama. Though A la
bama was admitted into the Union December 14th, 1819, and her
star is the twenty-second in that constellation of stars that won
for us the union, this flag is young in years, for it was adopted by
an Act of the General Assembly of February 16th, 1895, intro
duced by John W. A. Sanford, J r ., then a member of the House of
Representatives from Montgomery.
Although I made this flag with my own hands, I do not cer-
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tify to the accuracy of its dimensions, as there is no law govern,
ing its proportions. I have seen only two sizes— a small flag fourl]r
by six inches, and the large flag that is always hoisted on the
Dome of the Capitol when the two houses of the General Assem
bly are in session, and also on other State occasions when it is
necessary to display a flag.
The colors of the flag, the red cross on a white ground, are
emblematical of Valor and Purity. Red, always the emblem of
martrydom, tells of the blood which our heroes have shed, and
will ever shed in defense of our State when the occasion arises.
White for the purity of those principles.
But there is another significance of the Flag of our State. It
stands for Universal Education, light for every mind, knowledge
for every child, m aking the school house a fortress of Liberty.
So when you place these flags in your school let the salute be: .
F la g of our Country, flag of the free,
We pledge our loyal hearts to thee;
F la g of our Country, flag of our State,
Long may they wave in union great.
With best wishes for the unbounded success and prosperity
of the Teachers and Pupils of the State Normal School, I am,
Cordially yours,
A M E L IA C. W Y L Y .

E x -Sen ator L. W. Grant, who was in the senate at the found
ing of the school, and who introduced the bill establishing the
school in Jacksonville, gave the history of the conception and ex 
ecution of the idea establishing the institution, li e detailed the
opposition that had to be overcome and the final triumph of the
friends of Normal education.
Senator Grant spoke feelingly of his past and pointed to the
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establishment of the Normal School as one of the acts of his life
which gave him most comfort and pleasure. He congratulated
the school and its officers upon the immense power for good which
it now exercises, and its wonderful development from an humble
beginning. He predicted still greater things for the future.

Supt. H. T . Persons, of Calhoun county, in behalf of the
c ounty, and representing its educational interests, pledged his
loyal support to the Normal School. He recalled the time in the
county when opposition to the school was great and showed the
gradual melting away of this opposition as the realization of the
great good of the institution to the county dawned upon the peo
ple. He recounted the history of the school and its relation to
the grades of certificates held by the teachers in the county, and
he showed that Calhoun county stands among the very first in the
number of first grade teachers and the small per centage of the
lower grades, and he showed that a very high per cent, of the
teachers of the county have been trained at the Normal School,
and that the people now almost invariably call for a teacher who
has had Normal training. He felicitated the school upon its
prosperity and its good management and gave hearty assurances
of the co-operation of the educational interests of the county.

Rev. W . T . Allan delivered a prepared invocation highly ap
propriate and suitable to the'occasion. By suggestion it was put
in the corner stone and no'copy was preserved from which publi
cation could be had.

Councilman C. D. Martin, representing the city government,
extended a cordial welcome to the friends and visitors who were
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present for the dedication exercises. Mr. Martin expressed grat
ification that the friends of Jacksonville, the oldest town in the
county, should come in such great numbers to join the people of
the city in celebrating an occasion of such vast importance, not
only to the local community, but to the county and the state. He
assured them that the city of Jackson v ille ever stood ready to as
sist in such laudable undertakings as that now being completed,
lie showed that the city government stood ready to back up the
efforts of the president of the Normal School in advancing edu
cational interests of the town and city.

