Jacksonville State University

JSU Digital Commons

Theses Theses, Dissertations & Graduate Projects

1962

The Junior High School

Billy Joe Barnett

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/etds_theses

b Part of the Education Commons


https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/etds_theses
https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/etds
https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/etds_theses?utm_source=digitalcommons.jsu.edu%2Fetds_theses%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.jsu.edu%2Fetds_theses%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

THE JUNLO® HIGH SCHOOIL

by

Billy Joe Barnett

Submitted as partial fulfillment
of the regquirements for the
depree of Master of Scilence

in Lducation at the
Jacksonville State College
Jacksonville, Alabama

1962



TABLE OIF CONTENTS

Page

L N I e R A N R NN,

];I\.!"-i-‘i:{'()é—)UGrj-‘l{)Nﬂ0.1.!chl‘o‘l‘l."..b..ol

‘.[lH:}_I: PU!\’,POSH OII‘ 'J.I}I.LS i).!\})h:jto € bt v e o W 5 & G & 8 9 0 & 8 80 B O Do 4 & B E T MY R RO 3
Chapter
T, TPHE MERGENGE OF THE JUNIOR HLIGIH SCHOOL. .. evvine ook

The Committee of Ten

The Committee on College Bntrance Requiroements
The Committee on hqual Division of Time

The Comnittee on Neonomy of ''ime

:[I, rI-I]"IL: IPU.N(;[J.‘]:O‘\IS Oi? I]?:H :,'; JUI\]’_[O‘*E. I{IGIE SUH.OOIJO 4 % 4 0 8 0 4050 6 13

A School for barly Adolescents
Special GCharacteristics of the Junior Hipgh School

TLL,  ADVANTAGES AND LIMTUTATLONS O TH® JUNTOR HIGH
:53(‘)'].“[00]-’0‘IDODOD..‘“‘GItblOl!! lllll Ulot.nli'lb’lh.llﬂ23
Instructional Program
Achicevement of Pupils
Providing for Individual Differences
Housing, HAgquipment, and Cost

r-f)'U:{l{iIk’!!\;-tYolDlelﬂl‘v‘.ﬂbuur' llllll * 0 2 F + + 1 & & &

BIB]}IOC}-{-—?JAPI_iYOEGuOoooobout‘oooeﬁlnloh eeeeee L N L I woancBR



2

' INTROOUCTTON

The appearance and growth off the junior high

.

tes reflects one of Lhe most

school in the United Sta

; important and significant aspects of this country's
atbempt to provide the best possible educational pro-
gram for its teen=agers, Not only has the junior high

L]

school nreved of high value, but its iniluence upon

school systems in which the junior high school organ-

-5

ization is not found has been wide and marked, Among

commnities in which the eilght-four plan of school or-

gand.zation prevails, many earmarks of the junilor high
school are commonly found,

The junior high school, which cmerged from
the reorganizational movement of the late nineteenth
century and the early twentieth century, is just one
phasce of our total educational program, Lt is unique
in that it is a school designed for early adolescents,

After fifty years of experimentation, the

junior high school has been accepted by educators, by

parents, by teachers, and by the public. Though it

hao not solved all the problems of education Lor early
) e adolescents, it has made tremendous progress toward this
end, Tts continued growth is evidence of ite importance

in our total educational progran.



T PURPOSE OF THIS PAPSR

| The purpose of this paper is to detormine the

factors which led to the development of the junior

.

| high schooly the functions and purposes the junior

hiph school serves; and the advantapges and Limitations,
credited to the junior hipgh school, that are not

claimed by other phases of our educational program,
A ! PIog
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CHAPTER I

T EERRGENGH OF 1HN JUNTOR HIGH SCHOOL

By the latter part of the ninteenth century the
battle for public support and public control of American
cducation had been won. The cducational ladder consisted

predominately of eight years of elementary ecducation and

(=t

our years of secondary cducation, This plan of organi-
zation, which was established withoul serious study or

experimentation by the educationall leaders, received im-

. 4

mediate criticlsm frow representatives of colleges and

universitiesol

President Charles W, Eliol of Harvard felt that
the propram of elenentary and sccondary educatlon was
undesirably long. In 1873 he reported to the National
sducation Association that the age of entering freshmon

had wisen wntil 1t was over eipghteen, He apoin made re-

5

ference to this in 1886 vhen he reported that the age of

-,

entering freshmen woys slightly over nine-

al
1

two=I1ths of
feon, In 1888 he made a proposal. to the Wational Lduca-
tion Association Lo shorten the period off clementary and
secondary cducation so that those sceking higher educa-

tion could enter the colleopes and universities at on
P

earlicr age,

Lo -
Williom A, Swith, The Junior Migh Sehool,

PN

(Wew York: ‘The Backillan Company, 192 De 10,

Is

“Ihide, pp. 71-72.
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| The eeiticisn of President oliot off thae organi-

ration off fmericon cducotlon recoived dwnedinte action
fromw the Notional Gouncitl of the Mational Lducation

Associotion, 1o 1892 the council appointed the Comuiitec

{ [

of Ten on condary school Gtudies wiith President 151iot
as chalmman,

The committee was aubhorisnced Lo arcangse o cone
foroncee of achool and eollepe Leachers in coach of the
principal subjects entoring into the sceondary school

I

ovogran,  The primary purpose of thoe coni'erences was Lo

1

ieberaine Hthe proper Liwmits off its subject, the boeut

o .

methods off dnstruction, the most desiroable allotwment ol

~ .

fime Tor dbts subject

.

and the best mothods of besting
-

3

e

the pupdlst attalnment therein,

Uhen the Tinol report ol the Comnittee ol Ten was

» ]
)

+ “1 My . T . . I N N o A gy .
iusued Lo 15930 wmany refercencos were wmade o instruction

below the high school level, 11 wag su

comnibbee that "pome mateeial Trom such subjeets as fnglish,

arithnetic, natural history, and geography bo dintroduced

as o eorly oo the orimary grades; that latin be dutroducod

at Yeoast a year coclicr than was thon Lhe custowm; that

CGorman, or IMronch be offifferad as cleetives at the apge of

Leny ond that at about the age of ten systematic dnstirue-

+

Lhon din concrote o cxperimental goometiey should bogin,

I}
o “ibide, p. 73

}%Yfi.ﬁ,J.ﬁ am T, Geubn and Iinel A, Doug I(*:s.;, ''he Fodern

l}tliy Lo 1ligh Sehool,  (Wew York:  The Ronald Presy Conpany,

¥
Do e
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llt]. N L a1 } 3 ('! i l“" N r |‘|| 3y . ] P P B
ha b (SAE10 Y Ol pne Lomilteee o Lon o Ayyeos an e

portant part dn thoe reorgonivation off dnevican education,

FaR

Although the gpocific proposals of the comaibiee Go introm
duce scecondary school studices carlicr were not accopiod

immediately, it was these proposals which, after 1910,

o 1.
[

wore roiloectod in the carly progreons of the junior high

) . «
achool, aducation,”

Tn 1895 the National hducation Association ap-
pointed the GCommibtee on Gollege ntronce Reawiroments
Lo conmider the question of bringing abouvt a botter undar.
stboanding botween the sccondary schools ond colleges and

0

1

universities in cegord to requironents fov adwission,
Ihe Fourth resolution din the revort o the Come

mitibee on College ntrance dequironents presented to the

Mattonnl bducatlon Asgociotion dn 1890 Tavored o uniliied

=]

sixeyear hish school course ol study begiynming with thoe
soventh girade,  tducators off Lhis cownittee agrecd that

the soventh ond cldghbth grodes ol our schools could he

aasd

onriched by oliminatine non-~oasasontial sobjocts and adding
noew subjeetn Tormerly Gousht only in Lhe hieh school,
Phoey Telt thot this problon could he solved wmore quiclly

by malcing the seovenbh and eighbh grades part of the hich

school ;) under the dirvection off the bigh school principal,
[
kl,])' s 7 e ()"
0O : S :
Adde 1 FProceodi 's\fj_,{ o > Mationnl
fducation Agsociotion 3 ].;)5;_‘f\115f(\1 o, : oL rwt 8,
(Thicoro:  Yhe University of Chiecago Ueess, 1899), », 632,



i/
T wan the ooindon of this comitboee that Lasin and

Gormman in thene creades had nob boeon succogstul heeouooe

v

qualifiicd teachers vere hard Go obtoin,  Thoy feli

that scioencoe and mathonnbios were aloo on

LY 0 iy
LRSS AN SRR S

aoresult of poovly qualified toachors, !
his comritibee stated In its venort thot thoe

soventh grade, vather than the ninth, da the nabural

?
wmingepoint o the oupilte 1ife, ao the age of
adolescence domonds nev methods and wioer divection, it
The cducetors on the Comidtitco on Col'llepe in-
brance Regquircaonents Tolt that the transition feow
clomentary to the sccondary school could boe made wore
casily by grodunlly changing Trom the one-teachor
aysben Lo the systoem of gpeelal teanchoers in thoe seventh
sende,  Thiy comaitbee felt that special teoachoers in
Lanpnapge, gcionce, or nathenatics would do wuch to re-
toin desieoblo studonts 4o Lhe high school and would
deftinitely ealge the educantional stendarvds of American

citizenshio, T4 wos also expressod by Uhis comeitboece

that students in tho seventh and elghth prades wonld
spibration of the high-school 1ife and the
degive to go Farther in theiv studies, thus, provide

9

ing a loceger percentoare of hich school gradustes,



o

1905 the department of Secondary nducation of
the Hatlonol oducation Associotion apnointoed a stonding
comitbee on the oqual divigion of time between oleomoen-

tary and gecondary education, In dts first veport dssued
1907, tnig commitboee strongly favored o sixesixn olon

o orpanivation, LU was thoe opinion of this comuitteo

that the six-siz plan of organisation would give the pupils

the advantage off belng taught by soccialized Leachers in

diflerent subject areonn, and that dailly contoct with sevor.

al personalities would be an advancement from Ghoe all-day

agsoclation wiith one teacher, This comudtltoo Felt that

by extending the secondary school dovmward to include

srades seven and eight the following could he accomplishoed:

)

manual trailaning shons could be modified to meet the needs
off the students, work in modern languages could he hogum

)

earlicr and continued longer, aad the transition frow the
. PO ! ST 1ot 1O
secondary school would be less abrupt,
The standing comnitbee on the equal divigsion of
time between the eleoementary and sccondary cducation Qe
pressed o delinite belicef that the holding power of Lhe
school. would be dncreasced il the influence, the methods,
and tho spirvit of the secondory school could be bepun

Lvio years earlier,”ll

0.
Gruhn and douglass, The kodern Junior Iigh
sehool , p. 1%,

- and Proceedings of ;
!\rls*c\l <,.;, (;LzT iiorn
oi Ghicapo Press, ]90/) pe 709,

sduoat
(Chi

) Jon‘
Ccapo:
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Pany arguments for o six-gix plan ol orpanivsation
wero presented by this commitbee for the first time, Among
thom worae: (1) bebter trained teoachers couwld be obtained;
(2} conditions for bebter teaching could be developed; and
(3) deoartmentalized instruction could be introduced,

These arpunents were greatly stressed later by proponents
- . . 0 L2
off the Jjunior high school,

Luring the early part of the twentiebh centnry,
many cducators cxnressed the opinion that tiwme was boelng
vasthed in the clementary and secondary schools and Lhat
2 - . N A AL ]- S - ol o el 2 -
two vears could be saved without a loss of anything esson-
tial in culture, cfficiency, or chavacter-making, To ex-
plore this possibility the National iducation Association
avpointed the Committoee on eonowy of Time in 1905, Ireg-
ident Baker of the Notional dducatlion Assocliation vasg

annointed chalrman of this comnitien, >

Tn 1913, after seven vears of resecarch, the Gomatttee

on usconomy of Time dssued its final report, 'he comittco

agreed thoat there wos nuch time wested in the elementary
schools and that the elemcntory period should not extond
beyond prade six or apge twelve, The Following recommondo-

tions were mede by the coumibtitece to end the formal elomen-

vary period ot the end of six yeors: Pchoose the nost

L2
“HGruhn and Douplas
)

T
school p, 12,

i, The Fodern dJunior JUish

¢
¥

Y gmi th, The Juniov Iish School, v. 85,
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important subjects and the most important tooicsy make
8. distinction between Cirst-rate facts and principles and
tenth~rate; prime thoroughly, stick to the elements ol a

subject; do not try to teach everything that is good; and

confine the period of elementary educaltion to mastering
"

the tools of cducation.
Along with the above recomuendations, President
Baker also recommended that the last two years of the
elementary school should be saved for the seccondary
school, President Suzzallo, the National. ducation Asso-
ciation president in 1913, went a step further, He, like
Balcer, recomnended a six year eleumentary school and & six
year sccondary school divided into two administrative units,
a Junior high school and o senlor high school, He felt
that a point of articulation in the niddle of a high-school
systen would lead to the establishment of vocational schools
vhidleh were badly neceded to wmeet the necds of those who
could not abtain a foruwal education, President Suxnzallo
felt that the gap between the twelfth and oightecnth yeor

a

was too larpe to "selt human nature, cconomic abillitics

. 5
or soxiol necds,nhd

The first attewpt Lo put some of the recomnenda-
7

Lions of tho various comnittees into practice was made at

Richmond, Indiana, in 14896, CGrades seven and ceisht wove
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placed in o separste bullding, This vwas nob merely o
housing reorganization, hut it included some gignilicant
progirom changes as well, Included ir the curriculum vere
modifications in knglish, mathematics, socieol gtudies,
music, and art, ¥Practicol arts and a forveipgn lanpuage
yrere introduced in the curriculun, Departmentalized
teaching, elective courses, prowotion by subjecls, and

'R

homercoms vith Lacultby advisors were also a part of
1

16

DIOSION,

the

v

Though Richmond is credited with having the first

junior high school, the year 1909-10 ig gencrally accepibed
as the time vhen the jonior high school movement actually
began,  Buring this school year Columbus, Ohio, and Berkeley,
Californie, adopled the siz-~three~three plan of orpganization,
In both cities there were abiompts to incorvporate into the
Junior hipgh school the best recommendations that had been
made by educational leaders during the orevious twenty-year
period, As o result of the favorable attention given to
those schools, the movenment rapidly gained mowentwn, The
number of junior hish schools increased rapidly, By 19206
there were morce than 1,100, Nearly a thousand more weve
added in the next eight years, In 1952 there were 3,227

separate schools and L0, 351 combined junior-senior high

schools, New junior high schools are being built all

School, pe 17.
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ovee the counbiy in on eillort to keep up with the swelling

Lde ol pupils, wven in thoe counsolidated dictelicts, the

oy

sunior high school, vhich is o parb of o gixeyoor organi-

*

sation, 1o usually housed dn o sepovebe wing off the school,

1o
with soceiolly selectoed G 3{1(3?1C)I‘5i@‘t /

Ve may conelude, aftor o holl contury off oxpori-

mentation, that the jondor hich school hng bocone a sopa-

rate part ol our wublic ochool organivation, Lts functions,

advontooes, and limitations are guite diffee-ot Dvom thoooe

' 1Y

of thoe elomontary and senior high schools,

”FUOFDPHGO Moor, #A Bovement smorgon,
sdueationad Teadoeship, XAV, Vo, 8 (hay, 1907}, 1

Vo BOO-LTO,

t
L
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CHATER L
T UG OMS O 9T JURTOR [0GT SCHO0T,

VAL d e e Geubn defines the Junior hish school

an Yan educetilonol progrow whdiel ds deoispned particularly
to wect the oveeds, the intereste, and the abilitios of

. " k - g 4 - . “1.1(3 \ * P .
boys ond gicls during carly adoloscenco, Mool bhio

1

definition 1t is necessary to consider the basic neods

and charvacteristics off exrvly adolesconce in order to un-

derstand Ml ly the purpose and the function of the junior

high school, Pollowling ds a heioel statoment of the bhasic

(el 21

needs of early adolescence and the role that the Junior

nigh school plays in wmeeting thoese neods:

4
ls Yo continue to ccuuire and maintain Tundamon.
Lal knowledgoe, attibudes, apnreciotions, and skills beopun
in elomentary school, A continuing program in the langaagoe
axhs

' and dn avithmebic, must be pro-

vidoed dn dunior vigh school to maintain the basi
and to acquire the new oncs that the pupil is capable of
developing, 19

As carly adolescents dovelop and moture, dnstruc-

tilhon in the fundamentals can boe piven din greater dopth

'

Lhan 15 averopriate in the elementary school. Because

LA

ToGreuhn and ilouglass, The FModeen Junior Iipgh School,

C . = L. - . . .
1)Gluyton e A Mhmctions of the Jdunior ilipgh, "
The Clearing Honge, XiXILL, Yo, 2 {Octobor, 1957). p. 99,
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classroom activities tend to be rather Tormal, oxtraclass
activities in the junior high school are cspecially APNL O
priate for this purpose, In these activities, pupils con
extend the skills and knowledpe acquired in the elassroon
through such functional learning sitnations ag participa-
tlon in asscublics and clubg, the preparation of school
publications, wembership in the student council, and numer-
oug other activities, These extraclass activities in the
Junior high school make it poosible to continue instruc-
tion in the fundamental. skills and basic knowledpgo in o
functional setbing and in depth appropriste for ocarly

20

adoloesecencao,

2o To attain the soclal skills required for live

+

ing in a dedocracy. Pupils teod Lo learn skills throupgh
repented practice while trying to iwprove, They are given

many chances bo practice social skills in the junior high

il

school while assoclating with pupils of their own ape,

Because of their desirve to be acceptoed by their clag: smabes,

they ore hipghly wmotivated to acouire social skills that

will wake them acceptable, This practice in social skills

a -

must bake place ab thig age, Uhem sufficlent opportunities

are given in the junior high school, students can be dirccted

D B T el ettt

20415.1.14.2m Te Gruhn, "Guidelines for Junior -igh
sehool Bducation,"  The Bulletin of the Natior :

of Secondary=School Peincipals,” VLT, Wo,” 271 (I
Pe Do
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into worth-while avenues, If the school cannot provide
an answer to this bagie need, carly adolescents will
create situations thot will enable them to prove their
vorth in a group,21

3, Yo adjust to physical, emotional, and social
changes and growth, For wany, adolescence is a time of
uneven and uncertain growth, 'Yhese changes in the physi-
cal, mental, emotional, and social characteristics are
new ond often cause tengsion and conflict, The boy may
vondar 1f he is norial or if he will boe a freck, Accord-
ing Lo Buell, ™the junlor high school provides guidance,
physical activity, knowledge conecerning what is to be ex-
pected at this time, physical examination, healih infor-
mation, and reassurance that the pupil will develop to be
a normal adult,nZE

The pupll with problems off social, ocmotional, and
physicol growth may fall short in his acodenmic achieve-
mente.  The junior high school shares with the elencentary
school and the senilor high school this concern for thoe
child's growlh as o total porson; thereforve, tho tobal
program ol the jundor high school 1s devoted to all an-

%3

pects of the prowth of cavly adolesconce,

PSP S RSP e RP—

~la

Loyton 4, Buell, functions of the Jundor High, '
10
j}a 9/9

8""].llt}:‘t.d.,, p. 99

P2 iam P, Geuhn.  YGuidelines for Jundor [igh
Sehool wducation,™ p, s,
Instructional Materials Center
\Qdacksonvilla State College
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ho o cetablish sotislying relationships with
boys and giirls ol his owm age group, The junior hipgh
school recognives Lhat in adolescence the ueee o be
accepted by others ol their own age hes been increasod,
Jundor high students most be accepbed and must belony to
the group 1€ thoy are Lo devolop nomally,  The school-
wide activities and small pgeoup orgonivations and coml e
tees of Ghe junior high school give pupdls opportunities
Lo work together and Go play together, 11 1g in theuo

activitios that Lhe Svlor hich pupil Jearns Lo do his

. . , , N 25
share dn on dmportant job and becomes one of the geoun, ™

He Mo grow in understonding ol self, At the
cdolescont age the pupil Lo becowing wore ceoliotic about
cvolunting ond recogmiving bis owan streeneths and woealke
nesocn, s achiovowents and pobentiala,  Teobo and wide
opportunitios Tor teying out new things both help him

bo know himself,  The junior bigh school soavantoos a
viurieoby off nctivitics, which wakes solfvdiscovery
pomﬂihlnoz)

Go Mo cobnblish now relationshing with Towdly
and other adults.,  Thoe chiTy drow chiléhood o adulthood
i a pradual process,  Sometimes the adoloscoot wonto
and necds dicection; sometines he vl hove no part of' i,
He wonts to he an adult, ceven thoush ho cavnot covey

Ahﬂlaytow he Huell, runctions off the Juntor [ligh, 0

Ta (/K)w

20y Dhid., m, 100,
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out, the rcesnonsibilitics off adulthood, 'tha jJondor high

schools provide pony opoortunitios where pupils may stond

ot thalw own Toet, They learan Lo nake decigions and Lo

accopt Lhe responsihility Jor the deciaions wmade,  In

heolih, homenaking, social studies, howeroom, mathemntics,

industerial arts, commervce, and other aveans, pupils dio-

Ia

20

>3

cuss ond iy ont activitios that rolate Lo adnlt Lifo,
7. To plan and prepere for a cocveer,  Tn the junior

high school pupils appronch the bime when they must bo-

gin bo make plong and decioions which hove 2 significont

. .

benving on their snceess and hoappiness in aduolt 1ifc They
aporonch the cnd of conpulgsory education and might soon do.

cide whethoer o conbinue dn schooly Ghoy must plan o

curriculom and activitics Tor the senior high schools and

thaey should bogin to foraulate cducationa] and vocotional

.. Yy I
sonls boyond Ghe socondary school, ~f

In Junior high school, puplls Lenrn aboul caveors,

axplore their capabilitices and intorosts throngh varied

acbivities provided in the school,

Laoen how thele abilid-

i

en relate to the world of work and preparation Tor it

]

digscover whoat abllities they hove, and moke educational

choices that are denondent upon piroad areas of work,

Both exploration and gmuldance are important agpaects of the

3ok
Jundor high school program,g”

2Orbid., v, 100,

2/Wi1?inm 1, Grahn, PCwidelinces For Junior Hich

r
4

ion, ™ p, 9,

sehool wduen

. r} oA - o ' 2 (a3 ] + (]
2001ﬂyt0ﬂ se Buell, "Wunctions of the Junior High, v o,

100,
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G, To build a personal systetw ol stondards and
values, Hueing the adolescont nerdiod, pupnils become morve
gengitive to ldeals and ethical valuos, Pupils bepin

to digregard bhe answers given to them by adulis; they

seareh For answers thomselves,  Thoy build up their own
values by questioning, by testing, by arguing, by co-

belling, and by selecting, The junior hipgh school piro-

videg

ks

v healthy atmosphero wherein this growth vprocess
can take vlace, Tcachers in junior hipgh schools realize
that the process is important and provide gymopathetlc and
undecstonding gpuildance in the dovelopment of a nersonal
code of behavior and gocially nCCupﬁable shoandards in

. O
ench pupll.z’

AJthough the primary function oi the junior high
school. 15 to provide an educablonal pirogram which is do-
gipned Go meet the necds, interests, and abilities of
early adolescence, it possesses other characteristics
vhich are guite difTercent from the senior high school
and the clenentory school, [Following is an outline of

)

recial characteristics of the junlor hipgh school:

the sy
1, 'The junior bhigh school is orimarily o transi-
tional school, In the elementary school, the ingtruc-

tional vprogram is largely child-centered, Children have

common cducational objectives; therefore, the prosrom is

essentially the same Ffor all pupils, The pupils! relations

et ——— T I . T T R R TR T SRS

#bid., p. 200,
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[ wlth the teacher, the prineipal, and other staff members
are usually direct, This is not the case in the senior

high school, The oducational program becomes subjecte

contbered, Individuals seek diifferent educationanl and

vocational goals; they partlicipate in a variety of extrae
class activitlies; they bhave contact with several teachers,
The contact that the senior high pupil has with the
princival, supervisory personnel, and other administra-
tive personnel is dndirccet, |

Because of its unique position in the school
system, the junior high school has the responsibllivy of
helping pupils make the transition from the program of
the clementary school to that of the senior high school.,
Junior high teachers must maintain o knowledge of now
studies, materials, and instructional practices of the
elementary and the senior high schools in order to wmaintain
satisfactory articulation in the total school program.BO

2. The junior high school should provide a nrogram
which is primarily one ol goneral edocation rather than
gpecialized learnings for specific educational and voca-
tional goals, 1In recent years the concept of exnlora-
tion has heen broadened and the practices modified,

The junlor high school provides nany experiences for the

children to know wmore aboul the world, job opportunities,

[ U U e e e . Jp—,

: 3051 liom T, Gruhn, “Cuidelines for Junior ligh
; School fducation,' p. 5,
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the social order, and theuselves, 3+ A progran which ome
vhasizes general education rather than specialized cur-
ricula is consistent with the exploratory purpose, the
attention to fundamental skills and knowledge, and the
concern for all aspects of child girowth and development,

.

The practical arts offered in the junior hipgh school pro-
vide the pupils with much information concerning the pro-
blems of hwaan relations; they give thow the opportunity
to dmprove their family Life and to discover new leisure-
tlie activities, According to Noar, "the experiences in
the shops, kitchens, and living rooms also make a gipgnifi-
cant contribution to mental hecalth and the development of
balanced personalities, 32
3. The junior high school should provide for

the guldance and counseling of carly adolescents in
their success in school, their plans for further educa-
tion, their vocational plans, and their growbh toward
adulthood, There ore certain personal, soclal, and
citizenship problems of early adolescence which require
inereased guidance and counscling in the junior high
chool. The socilal activities of adolescents are be-
coming more complex, with youth particivating in them
much earlier than in the past. The boy-girl relation-

-

ships in the junior high school have been changing,

\,4

Jlgertrude Moar, The Junior Hiph School--Today and

Tomorrov, (New Jersey: Pronticen Holl, Tne., 1961} p. 6,

32Ibid,, Peo O
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with dating common at an carlier age, Supeirvision by
parents 48 wore relaxed as more mothers are employed away
from home,  Neldghborhood and comnunity influences in both
urban and rural aveas frequently lead to vroblemns of dow-
Linguency anong early adolescents, 22

he The junior high school should vrovide an ed-
ucational progran which will meet the wany difieront
backgrounds, interests, aptitudes, abilitices, and needs
of individual pupils, There are wide differences awong
early adolescents in their social, cmotional and psycho-
logical development., They have a wide range of interests
in academic, cultural, and avocational pursuits; motivoe
tion in academic studies varies greatly among individusls;

and as pupils conbinue in school, tHthey difier more and

more in thelr achievanent in basic skills and knowledge,
The junior high school progran should provide for theae
diffferences among pupils in the curriculwn, in the exbira.

class activities, in the guldance and counseling progran,
and in the adminigtrative practices and orponisation of
thoe SChOOl,Bh

5, 'The juniox high dchool should challenpge the

increasingly moture abilitics and interests of eorly

adolescents by introducing them to now studies and by

offfering greater dopth in studies which they have

ijilliam Te Gruhn, 'Guidelines Tor Junior High
School. tducation,™ p, 11,
hpid., pp. 1112,

]



22
previously begun in the elementary school, The studies
of fered at the turn of the century in prades seven and
eight of the celementary school were often considered
by pupils as largely a review of work nreviously covered
in the lower and intermnediate clementary grades, By

concentrating grades seven, eipght, and nine in the junior

high school, pupil enrollment in these grades are suffi-
f.\ 3Ip "y

ciently large to employ teachers who are sveclalists in
thelr subjects and to provide the specialized facilities

and equipment needed for certain new studies, 1% is
possible in the junior hipgh school to provide labora-
tories for sclence and forelgn languages; more adequate
instructional materials in a school library; shops for
industrial arts; soceclal facilities for music, art, ond
physical education; an auditorium for experiences in

oral expression; and equipment Ffor tyning instruction,
The jundor high school with its specialized teaching
staff, its departmentalized organization, and its special

Fal

facilities can provide an educational program which nree

o]

sents o significant challenge to the more mature abilities

. i
and broad interests of early adolescents,

2
22Ibid,., pp. 67,

Instructional Materials Center
“WJacksonville State College
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o CHAZ T TTT

ADVANTAGED AND LA LTATIONS OF UHE JUNTOR HIGH SCIT00L,

Prom the beginning off the Jjunior high school
mo\romc:m"{:, many claimng hove heen made concerning Lhe ad-
vanbages of the junior hipgh school, ond at the some $ine,
some disadventapges have been claiwed,

There are four major areas in which advontages

and disadvontoeges have been clodmed by the junior high

school,  Thase arve: W(1) the curviculumi, the tenching
ataff, and othor aspects of instruction; (2) achicvement

of pupils; (3) vrovisions for guidance, mecting pupil

needs, and retention of puplls; and (1) housing, couip-
‘. ment, and co.‘st,“j(’ Cn the following poges Lhero will bo
viresented o disconssion ol Lhe advantoges and Lluitations

of the junior high school in reforence to the ahove arcos,

1. The curriculum, the teoching stafll, and other

aspechs of instrucetion, An adequate progranm of instruc-

tion in home cconowmics, industrial arts, nusic, art, and

physical cducation can be orovided ab o reasonable cont
more easily in o junior hipgh school than in aw elemen~

tary school, In grades gseven, coighl, and nine, theoe

H

subjects demond gpecial Tecilitics and speclalizoed teachors,

vhich are not easily provided in the clementary school,

) ()('

Sehool,, pe kb,
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The snall number of pupils in gradec scven and cight in
the typlecal clementery school does not justify the staff
or facilities for these subjects and activities, How-
ever, the junior hipgh school, which draws its students
from soveral elementary schools, is large enoush to NI~

Y

vide the facilities and the stafi for this broader

: oyl - \ 3 7 H . . y £ 2o . : )
cur=iculwn, then large groups of junior hipgh students
are in one building, it ig possible Lo offfer instruction

. Y
in onc or more fored Bieel Lan 1800500 36

In addition to a broader curriculum, it is evie
dent that curriecunlum changes Tor pupils in ecrades sovoen,
eight, and nine ace made more ensily in junior high

schools than in schools under the cight-Four plan, A

nunber of Cactors account Tor this greater flexibility,

N
l

I

i easier to study the needs of pupils in this age group
and. to develop a progrom to mect these needs,  Scoond,

o Ffaculty s provided which has a wider variety of becke

grounds and expericoces, Third, the fact that the junior

high school is a new institvtion, which i

—
e

froe from the

Lindtations of tradition, cncourasges cureiculum chango,
3 L! [

/§ fhid., v b6,

2 . T . N “ . - , . .
-’E’j.carajdj.ta J, Chewberlin, "idvontapes off Ghe Junior

1I:iggyfj Hehool, ' Sehool ond Community, XLVIL) Wo, 7 {darch,
—ll:).‘ ‘ale

irst, with grades seven to nine in a separate school, it
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Fourth, a junior high school, with a now building and

' 5

noey Leadershin, cirenten a sibuation which i conducive

Lo curciculum changes,

One of the nogt duporitant advontoges of thoe
O R T SN . K T T PO AU S . iyt N
Junior hWigh schoeol dg that it can provide a broad oiro-
grom of exbraclass activitioes sultable Tor young adoloes.
cents, e opportunity o particiosate in an activity of
their cholce dg availabla to all pupils, Provigsion g

nade for all teachers to contribubte to the octivity period

worship of a pronp or ¢lub, The activity

thirough 8no

neriod strepses the value of extraclass activities by

39

giliving them o status equal with that of the cureiculwa,

As o rosult off hisher salarioes, greater prestigoe
denartuwentalized teaching, and betiter opvortunitics Fow
promotion, the junior high school atteacts better gquali-
1ed teachers thoan grades coven and eight of the elomen=-

tory school, Also, the Jjunior high school abbracts more
. 3 ]

men tGhan the clementary school, glving punils more ¢cone

A0

tact with men teachers,

in aoite of the apparent advantagoes off the junion

hieh school instructional progeaw, 1t has been subjected

that it i9

Lo gsome eribicisem, any educators fecl

Treonds

ng _ .
79 Teonord V. Koos, Junioxr :

(Hew York: lUnrper and Brothers,

il-OG-I‘U.l‘lll and Hougla 813, .Th.p jﬂ,().ud;(l)j?ll_ ___<_T}.T;I1.l""|.._(__)}_f_f. H,.', j_,’il
school, pe h7.

KA Y

Hiph behool lwend
55), po. 8889,
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undemociratic and oducationally unsound Lo introduce Pl
nilg go ecarly o specialived cdocrtilon throush vocational
coursaes and dillerentioted coveicnluus,  This practico,

3

hovover, has been vivtbouolly disndssed in ouwr eduentdon,

IP

More are song schools Ghat ofier o difleeontionted cure

rLo curediculim i

hl

ciculme in the ninth geado, but the sing
vapidly bocoming the proveiling oroactice,

Another criticiomn of the instructional progran
hos beon directoed o Ghe high degres off departmentalivoe-
fion in the juaior high school. Depactmentalization,
ols an chaltation of the pwnctiée oi the Four-yvoor
high school, is frovmed upon by clementary school educo-
tors, who favor keeping pupils with once teacher,

]

Lo delteioney off teachers avoilable who are well

prepored in the philowophy, the progrom, ond the orgonizo-
tion of the Junior hicsh school ds avother celticion of Hhe
instrectional prograw,  Toachers For o new juaior hiph
sehool are vsnolly deown Teom the Tour-year high school
and grades seven and cight off the clementary school,
Instead off developing new methods and practices, they ofben
conbinue Lhe practices to vhieh thoy are accustomad,

2. Achicvement of pupils, Mony cducators and porents

Toel that the achicvement of pupils will sufler in the junior

hicsh school, Several studies have heen conducted

e 1. . o« o .
""v;, V. 1il, G, ¥, Varg, and 4, Il. Louansbury,

ydorn sducation For tho Junior Hipgh Schoel Years,
New York: The Dobbg-iereill b(ﬂﬂp:ﬂly, Inc, 1961, )y e 506,
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o compare pupll schievement in the Junior hipgh schools
with schools on the elght-four plan, 1t was Tound that
there was no significant differences in achlevement be-
tween the pupils in grodes seven and elghi din the elpht-
Four schools and those in the junior high schools, The
same results were found when graduates of the cight=Fouy
plan were compared with graduates of the Jjunioir high
school. after they entered senior high :'sohool.,"*“2

3, Provisions for puidance, mecting pupil needs,
and retention of puplls, Another advantage of bringing
topether a falely large groupn of children is that it makes
a puidance program more feasible, In most junior high
schools guidance soecialists, who devole much of their
time to the guidance progzram, are employed, This 18 nou
possible under the eipght-Lour system.

The junior high school provides greater rlexi=
bility in caring for the gifted child and the slow learner,
A semi-departmentalized junior high school program pro-
vides this flexibility for the gifted child, and the slow
learner benefits by hoving materials and instiruction more
suitable to his ability lLevel., 3

.’:21:971;@. 5 Dpu 1;.9""50-

h35ea1ie Jo. Chamberiin, "Adventages of the Junior
iligh School,™ v, 22,
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By offering an educatlionnl prograin that is ate
practive to young adolescents, the junior hipgh school
has Tever withdrawals and less retordation in the ninth
erade than the schools under the cight-four system,
Ninth-grade teachers in fourwyear high schools tend to
have a nore sovers attibude concerning the pirromotion
and failure of »upils than do teachers in the junior
high schools,

The junior high school provides for better artie-
wlation in the contents of subjects taught and o gradual
pransition in the mebthods off teaching Trom the elementary
school to the high school, Gradual departmentalization
produces less serious effects in the junior hipgh school
than the sudden changes Lo departmentalization in the

eight-four plan.hh

Hany educators believe that the discivlinary
gituation, both in the clementary school and in pgrades
gseven and eight of the junior high school, is better when
the older pupils are scparated from the younger ones,

le Housing, equiowent, and cost, As compared
with the eight-grode elementary schools, the junior high
schools usually have better librarvics, gymasiums, audi-
poriumg, schence rooms, and arts and crafts rooms, This

is made possible when Llarge numbers of puplls arce housed

in one bullding,

””ibide, 0. 272,
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nduecators generally agree that a orogram that is
suitable Tor young adolescents can be provided at less
cost in a junior high school than in schools under the
eight=-Ffour plan., This is also due to the larger number
of pupils in the junior high schools.,

(R

The cost of providing approoriate stafll for the

speclal services and activities of the junior high school

is usually less than in schools under the eight-iour plan,

al

Tt is expensive to provide the services of teachers for

band, owrchestra, and glee club; for industrial arts

\.‘J,

fa '

home economics, awd arts and crafts; a school librarian;

and guidance specialists for seventh and eighth-grade

pupils in the clementary

gchool. 1In the elementary schools

£
I

such stalf members would have to serve several schools,

ith o Llarger aunber of students in the junior high

schools, it is possible to secure competent personnel for

e kL I
these soecinl activities and services, ko

e -+t St e gt e TS . Ah e 2 L i e Nk B TS S o Sip e g T wTEaT A6 T o MM o s o T

[ - . N
Woteuhn and Douglass, The Modern Junior High

- b
School, pn. 5Sh-55,
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SBURMEARY

“he junior high school cmerged as a scparate
educational program about fifty vears ago. 1t was hoped
by many ceducators that it would solve many of the proglens
that existed in education. Among these proglems were:

(1) the large number of pupils who dropped out of school
at the end of wvhe sixth and eipghth yeoars; {2) the transi-
tion from the elementary school to the genior high school
was oo abrupt; (3) the inability of the clementary school.
to make adequate provisions for the increased size ol so
many of the boys and girls and for the needs wvhich grow
out. ol the nature of developmental changes in the eavly
teeng; and (&) the dinability of the elementary school Lo
provide for the needs, the interests, and the abilities of
early adolescents,

The functions and the purposes of the Jjunior high
school are primarily aimed ot mecting the necds, the ine

terensts, and the abilitles of early adolescents,  Among

In)

the needs off early adolescents are: (1) to continue to
acquire and maintain knowledge, attltudes, appreciations,
and skills begun in elementary schooly (2) to attain the

social skills reguirved for living in a democracy; (3)

adjust Lo physical, emotional, social changes and growbh;

() to establish satisfying relationships with other
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adolescence; (5) to grow in understanding of self; (6)

to establish new relationships with family and other

adults; (7) to plon and prepare for a career; and (8)

to bulld & oersonal systen of standards ond values,

The junior bhigh school has definite advantages
over the elementary school under the eight-four plan,
Among the advantapges are: (1) broader curriculium;

{(2) more flexible curriculun; {3) more extraclass ac-
tivities; (&) bebtter provisions for puidance; (5) bhetver
provisions for meolbing pupil needs; (6) longer retention
of pupils; (7) betber discipline; and (8) greater cconomy,

Criticism has been directed toward the specia-
lized education of the junior high school, Department-
alization of the junior high school has been criticized
by elementary educators, It is also the beliefl of many
that there Is a shortapge of teachers who arve prepared in
the philosophy, the program, and the ovrgonization of
the junior high school, The continued growth of the
Junior hipgh school is evidence that the advontages of the
Junior hiph school gireatly exceced the disadvantapes credited

GO

e
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